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CHAPTER XVI

TO GUCHEN AND ACROSS THE TIEN-SHAN
Section [.—FROM BARKUL TO GUCHEN

AT Barkul I was obliged to stay from the 4th to the 7th of October owing to the fact that the Stay at

men and animals badly needed a rest after their long and trying journey, and also in order to secure
some relief for myself from severe rheumatic pain brought on by exposure. The halt was made
pleasant by the extremely kind welcome that I received from Mr. Li Shu-jung, Z& 5} 4%, the
scholarly district magistrate (Fig. 297), and from the aged Chén-t‘ai, commanding the Chinese
garrison, as well as by the comfortable quarters prepared for us in the temple where stands the
inscription recording P‘ei Ts'én’s victory of A.p. 137 (Fig. 291). Such quarters were doubly welcome
as winter was fast approaching, the first snow-fall occurring during our halt. In addition to survey
trips which my assistants were able to make to the shore of the Barkul lake and to the mountain
spur overlooking the Kara-gol valley south of the town, this stay offered opportunities of collecting
a variety of useful information not only with regard to local conditions, but also concerning the
ground that lay ahead of us, along the northern foot of the T‘ien-shan. Li Ta-lao-yeh, a native of
Guchen and formerly a teacher in that town, had obtained official employment only through the
changes brought about by the revolution. Nevertheless he displayed all the regard for scholarship
and keen interest in things historical and antiquarian that distinguished such learned Mandarins
of the old school as P‘an Ta-jén, my kind patron of Khotan and Ak-su, or Wang Ta-lao-yeh, my
helpful friend of Tun-huang?

It was through Li Ta-lao-yeh that I first obtained exact information about the ruined site
beyond Guchen marking the ancient Chin-man 4 {#fj or Pei-t'ing |, EE, and about the direct
route southwards across the mountains by which I wished to make my way to Turfan. I also
received shrewd hints from him as to the reasons why Chinese policy has persisted in the endeavour
to keep nomads away from the Barkul grazing grounds and to attract Chinese colonists to all
cultivable ground in the valley, while rigorously excluding Tungans. Important routes branch
off from Barkul to Kobdo in the north and Uliassutai in the north-east, places that were garrisoned
by the Chinese as holds upon Outer Mongolia until the revolution and the subsequent proclamation
of Mongol ‘independence’ under Russian patronage brought about their abandonment. It was
evidently in order to guard these routes that Barkul was now provided with a garrison, large out
of proportion to the size of the town and to the population of the district and, as it seemed to me,
better armed and officered than the so-called ‘ military ’ forces scattered through the districts of the
Tarim basin. The town of Barkul, said to date from the times of the Emperor Ch'ien-lung, when
a military colony was established there, holds a population reckoned at about two thousand families
and, with the exception of some Muhammadan traders from Kashgar, exclusively Chinese. But
many of the houses looked deserted, while the large walled town eastwards, which was once occupied
by the Manchu garrison, has lain completely in ruins ever since the Tungan rebellion.

! CL. Ancient Khotan, i. pp. vii, 358, 507; Serindia, i. p. x ; ii. p. 608 ; iii. 1297 ; Desert Cathay, ii. pp. 15, 33, 69, 421 sq.
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Nomadic The wide belt of the Dzungarian desert separates the Barkul basin and the T'ien-shan slopes

:2'5:3:" adjoining it east and west from the Mongolian grazing grounds in the Altai. Yet the conditions

T'ienshan, prevailing in the latter as a result of the disappearance of Chinese political control had reacted upon
the authorities responsible for the safety of Barkul. Large tribes of Muhammadan Kazaks, of
Turkish speech and descent, had after some fighting with Khalkha Mongols been forced during
the last three years to seek refuge in the south. The Chinese administrators had not been able to
refuse them access to the pastures afforded by the T'ien-shan slopes between Urumchi and Barkul.
But they manifestly felt very uneasy about the presence of these nomads along the range dominating
the main lines of communication with China, and had done their best to limit their numbers in the
area east of Urumchi. None of the Kazaks had been allowed to reach the grazing grounds east
of the Barkul lake, and in the hills to the west through which we subsequently passed on our way
between Barkul and Ta-shih-t'o (Map No. 31.c. 1) we heard only of two sub-sections of seven
hundred and eight hundred tents, respectively, being established.

Chinese I observed with interest the instinctive apprehension with which my kind hosts at Barkul

apprehen-  were watching the moves of these unwelcome arrivals from the north and the administrative measures

sion of . . .

nomadic by which they were endeavouring to secure that they should ‘settle down’ in the area allotted to them.

movements. Their efforts were evidently prompted by the traditional fear, only too well founded on the experi-
ence of centuries of Chinese history, that these nomadic ‘ barbarians’, once set moving by attacks
of their neighbours, would not be content to remain in the area to which they had received admission,
but would soon set out in search of grazing grounds more to their liking—or of loot, perhaps,
even more attractive. It was not to be expected that they would obtain either without the use of
force against other tribes already in possession. Thus tribal movements might be started, gather-
ing avalanche-like in volume, like those mighty migrations that in the past had swept across Central
Asia, subverting peace and order in the civilized regions either of China or the West.

Transport One of the administrative measures adopted to secure due recognition of Chinese authority

i{‘:;’;li(esd bY among the new arrivals was the obligation imposed upon the Kazaks of supplying pony transport

" for officials, couriers, &c., travelling on the routes that branch off from Barkul. The use of this

transport (no doubt, gratuitously exacted in the case of local officials) was pressed upon me by the
kindly district magistrate, and I was glad to take advantage of it on our journey to Guchen, in
place of some of our hard-tried animals that particularly needed care. To this assistance, for which,
needless to say, adequate remuneration was paid by me into the hands of the Kazak owners, we
owed our easy and rapid journey to Guchen, close on two hundred miles covered in nine consecutive
marches. It moreover had the advantage of enabling me to obtain some glimpses of a people
affected by what seemed a curious, if faint, reflex of those great tribal movements which since the
days of the Ta Yiieh-chih, the later Indo-Scythians, and probably long before them, had moved
along the great Dzungarian passage land.

Racial type The Kazaks whose ponies we picked up from successive encampments near our route

of Kazaks. were without exception fine upstanding men of brave bearing (Fig. 293); their features were
singularly free from marked ‘ Mongolian ’ characteristics. In this respect they differed quite as
strongly from the Kirghiz, with whom I had become familiar in the western T'ien-shan and on
the Pamirs? as from the Mongols on the Etsin-gol and Kara-shahr river. The rapidity of our
journey left no time for the collection of adequate anthropometrical data. But the impression
I gained was that this Kazak stock contained a large infusion of ‘Caucasian’ blood, derived perhaps
from a population of the * Homo alpinus’ type, which is best represented in Central Asia by the
‘ Galchas’ of the valleys adjacent to the Pamirs and forms a main constituent in the population

1 CI. Serindsa, iii. pp. 1300, 1358.
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of the Tarim basin.? I was struck, too, by the show of good clothing worn by the men who were
in charge of the hired ponies, including in many instances materials from far-away Europe or China.

Considering that these men were not chiefs or even headmen, it seemed a good illustration of
that nomadic wealth and comfort for which historical students in the West are apt to give inadequate
credit to the Asiatic invaders of Europe during the period of the great migrations. A large party
of burly Kazaks whom we met on the way were driving some sixty camels and as many mares as
the wedding price for a girl to be married from a Kazak family in the hills near Urumchi. [t looked
like a picture out of distant times and scenes. That my Chinese Mandarin friends of Barkul
had reason to apprehend trouble from these tribal visitors to the district could be gathered from
what some of the Kazaks told me of their scant satisfaction with the pastures allotted to them in
these tracts, and of their eager wish to regain their old grazing grounds in the Altai. No doubt,
it might mean fighting, and the possession of the latter would be less secure. But then they were
so much richer in water, grass and game. There was no mistaking the spirit alive in these men
and the ancient inheritance that it betokened.

As our journey from Barkul to Guchen lay along a regular route already followed by European
travellers, there is no need to give a detailed description of the ground we traversed. But a brief
indication of the chief physical features which characterize its several sections may be useful ; for
those features help to throw light on points of ancient topography to which reference has been
made above in the discussion of the historical notices concerning Barkul. The first section com-
prises the western end of the Barkul basin. [t extends from the wide grassy plain that surrounds
the lake and is watered by numerous springs, up to the ill-defined watershed dividing the basin
from the valley of the stream that drains towards Chi-chi-t'ai-tzti (Map No. 31. 0. 1). This area
affords plentiful grazing not merely around the lake, but also on the open steppe rising above it
westwards and at the bottom of the numerous small valleys that descend from, and intersect, the
plateau-like watershed. This comparative plenty of vegetation is due to the fact that the range
to the south, though not reaching the permanent snow-line, is yet high enough to attract adequate
moisture, especially during the winter months. In consequence of this the northern slopes support
a more or less continuous forest belt down to a level of about 8,000 feet; in places tree growth
extends even lower down on the eastern faces of side spurs. Springs are to be found at intervals
along the route and probably are numerous on the slopes descending towards it from the south.

After the watershed is passed between low broken ridges at an elevation of about 7,400 feet,
between the roadside stations of Lo-t'o-ch'iian-tzit and Wu-tun-shui, vegetation becomes distinctly
sparser. No trees were observed on the northern slopes of the main range. Yet this still attains
a height of close on 9,000 feet at a point south of the halting-place of Té-shui-ai-tzit and receives
sufficient moisture at all seasons to feed the small stream that we passed there (Map No. 31. D. 1).
The main valley farther north, into which this stream drains and which the cart-road (not followed
by us) descends to Chi-chi-t"ai-tzii, probably contains springs ; for at this pleasant little station,
guarded by a few soldiers, we found a lively stream and some cultivation. The same stream some
four miles farther west turns due south and, in a gorge, breaks through what apparently is the lowest
portion of the whole T‘ien-shan range between the Karlik-tagh and the Bogdo-ula massif south-
east of Urumchi. At the small oasis of Ka-hstin-kou which is irrigated by this stream and occupies
the fertile bed of the valley, the elevation indicated by the aneroid was less than 5,000 feet above
Seelt-level. From here an open valley appeared to descend gently towards the depression of Ch‘i-ku-
ching, which lies on the Hami-Turfan high road. Thence the route ascends south-westwards, as
Map No. 31. ¢, D, 1 shows, to plateau-like ground, and after striking the high road coming from

3 See Mr. Joyce's Appendix C, Serindia, iii. pp. 1368 5q.; also his App. C below.
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Ch'i-ku-ching, crosses the watershed on this depressed portion of the range by a saddle about
5,600 feet above sea-level. In the valley leading down north-westwards to the station of Ta-shih-t'o
(Fig. 290) a small stream gathers from springs, which permits cultivation to be maintained for a
couple of miles. Here the second section of the ground may be considered to end; for beyond,
a waterless stony waste extends along the foot of the range, practically without vegetation, for a
distance of over thirty miles.

When discussing above the topographical notices furnished by the Later Han Annals and the
Wei lio of the territories along the northern slopes of the T ien-shan, I called attention to the definite
indication furnished by the latter text as regards Eastern Chi-mi B H - It is mentioned
as the first and easternmost of the territories reached north of the range by the ‘ new route of the
north ’ after emerging from the desert to the south-east.* In view of the plain and unalterable
geographical facts, there can be no possible doubt that the ‘ new route of the north’ leading to those
territories from the Jade Gate must have crossed the T ien-shan, just as the present high road does,
by the saddle above Ta-shih-t'o. The fact, I believe, justifies us in assuming that the ground
described by me as the second section belonged to Eastern Chii-mi. It is possible that the first
section crossed by our route was also included in this territory.

From the circumstance that the description in the Later Han Annals mentions only Eastern
Chii-mi and not Western Chii-mi, which the Wez /Z0’s list names as lying next to the west, Hsii Sung,
the commentator of the Hou Han shu, concludes that the latter territory was at the time of the
Later Han dynasty absorbed by Eastern Chii-mi.* In support of this assumption it may be pointed
out that the notice in the Later Han Annals, which describes the people of Eastern Chii-mj as
nomads, living in huts and tents and having but little cultivation, ascribes to them a total of three
thousand households, while attributing a total of only a thousand to the ‘ kingdom of I-chih’ & 3
which, we have seen, must be identified with the valley of Barkul® For this comparatively large
population of Eastern Chii-mi we should find it easy to account, if the territory at the time included
not only the valleys and plateaus west of Barkul which we have briefly described, but also the much
better watered slopes of the rising portion of the range above the road between Mu-li-ho and
Guchen. There we find abundant forest clothing the spurs and higher valleys, while cultivation
can, to a fair extent, be practised lower down.

On October 13th we crossed the barren stony and utterly waterless plateaus that lie between
Ta-shih-t‘o and the wretched roadside station of San-ko-ch‘iian (Map No. 31 B. 1). The march
of twenty-seven miles was covered in a trying blizzard. These plateaus offered a characteristic
sample of the region that stretches along the northern foot of the depression in the range. This
third section of the ground may be said to extend westwards for about another fourteen miles,
taking the form of a clayey steppe with very scanty scrub. Throughout this section there is
practically no grazing to be found, except perhaps in some glens where the range again rises to
heights of over 10,000 feet.

A marked change in the aspect of the country occurred when we reached the first cultiva-
tion at the village of Mu-li-ho. It was quite Chinese in its appearance and population ; but among
its inhabitants was found a well-to-do Yarkandi trader who claimed to be a British Indian subject
and offered hospitable shelter. He had come to this place by reason of the recent migration of the
Kazaks, with whom he had previously traded for years in their old seats on the Altai, while he
himself resided in Kobdo, Uliassutai, &c. The information he was able to give about the new
grazing grounds occupied by his Kazak c/ientéle on the T'ien-shan slopes to the south was the more

4 Sce above, pp. 542 sq. ¢ See Chavannes, T oung-pao, 1907, p. 210 ; above, p. 542
® Cf. Chavannes, T oung-pao, 1905, p. 557, note 1.
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welcome that the hazy atmosphere in which we had travelled ever since the blizzard caught us at
Ta-shih-t'o had completely obliterated all distant views.” Ibrahim Akhin informed me that
rich pastures are to be found among the wooded spurs and valleys that descend from the T'ien-shan
towards Mu-li-ho and the other oases farther west. This was fully in keeping with what might
be expected, having regard to the great height that the range here reaches. But I was surprised
to learn at the same time how human activity, aided by the favourable climate, was modifying the
use of those pastures.

The notable change of climatic conditions that occurs along this portion of the range is best
illustrated by the fact that on the slopes lying below the forest zone cultivation can be carried on
without irrigation. Farther down, in the oases which the high road to Guchen crosses, watering
from canals is necessary to supplement the moisture derived from rain and snow. Ibrdhim Akhin
placed the northern limit of unirrigated lands at a distance of about * thirty /2’ or roughly six miles
from the road, and this statement was subsequently confirmed by what I myself observed on my way
from Jimasa to Ch'iian-tzii-chieh (Map No. 28. c. 1). All this cultivation is carried on by Chinese
colonists, whose numbers are being steadily increased by new settlers drawn from China proper.
Some idea of the extent and value of the lands thus brought under new cultivation could be gathered
from the statement that thousands of Turfan labourers come every summer from across the moun-
tains to be employed in harvest and other operations at wages greatly in excess of the rates prevailing
in the oases of the Tarim basin. Thus the close intercourse which, since ancient times, must have
existed between ‘ Anterior and Posterior Chii-shih’, i. e. Turfin and the present Guchen region,
notwithstanding the mountain barrier, was rendered manifest by a modern illustration immediately
on my approach to this string of northern oases. The rapidly proceeding development of the
agricultural resources offered by the mountain slopes was evidently leading already to a restriction
of the available pastures; for the fifteen hundred odd ‘ tents ’ of Kazaks that had moved from the
north to the Guchen tract were reported to be finding the allotted grazing lands inadequate to the
needs of their herds and flocks, and to be eager to return to the Altai.

At Mu-li-ho I felt that we had entered the fourth section of our journey from Barkul, and the
impressions there received were fully confirmed on the two marches that brought us to Guchen
on October 16th. The route was now leading downwards and farther away from the mountains.
Yet the country that we traversed west of Mu-li-ho throughout showed the character of a grassy
steppe, where not actually under cultivation. From the eastern edge of the large tract that once
formed the separate sub-prefecture of Chi-t'ai-hsien (Map No. 28. p. 1), cultivation became con-
tinuous and in the main seemed to be dependent on rainfall only, canals being shallow and few.
The agricultural population here, too, was entirely Chinese ; but the neglected condition of most
of the fields suggested that it was either still not large enough to cultivate all the available land,
or else was being drawn away to ground farther to the south where more certain rainfall assured
better crops. Beyond the Chi-t'ai-hsien tract the route descended a wide alluvial fan covered with
plentiful vegetation but uncultivated. Far away to the north high dunes of sand could be seen,
outposts of Dzungarian desert belt that separates the foot of the T'ien-shan from the southernmost
outliers of the Altai,

In the midst of an area clothed with abundant grass and scrub but only sparsely cultivated,
stands the large town of Kwu-ch'éng-tzii (or Guchen as it is known in Turki). Its population,
large Bazars and massive circumvallation give it all the appearance of a true Chinese city. Its

* The mountains to the south were quite invisible on for the purpose via Jam-bulak and the Ku-ch'iian pass

our marches from Ta-shih-t'o to Guchen. They were sub- (Map No. 31. B. 1, 2).
sequently surveyed by Lal Singh, whom I sent from Guchen
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situation, near the eastern extremity of a belt of fertile oases stretching along the foot of the Bogdo-
ula massif, makes it the convenient starting-point for a series of important trade routes into Mongolia,
as well as towards south-western Siberia and the westernmost marches of true China. At the same
time Guchen is assured easy access, through Urumchi, the present capital of the New Dominion,
to the great fertile valley of Ili in the west and also, via the Turfan depression, to the high road
connecting the chief oases of the Tarim basin. Without reference to Chinese texts I am unable to
determine whence the name Ku-c/h'éng-tzi -E,‘ /7 ;—, meaning the ‘ancient town’, is derived.
A ruined town site north of Guchen was mentioned to me by Li Ta-lao-yeh as attributed to T'ang
times. But I regret not to have been able to visit it or to secure local information about it.

During my two days’ stay at Guchen, I noticed evidence in many directions of the importance
it enjoyed as a commercial emporium. The hospitable reception that Sir George Macartney’s
kind recommendation had assured me under the roof of a rich Kashgari trader allowed me to
observe, by many unmistakable signs, the great influence which Russian trade, carried mainly
from Semipalatinsk and the Trans-Siberian Railway, has exercised all through the western towns
of Dzungaria. The presence of parties of Mongols at the Ya-méns of Guchen showed that the
declaration of ‘ Independent Mongolia ' had by no means interrupted the relations of old standing
which geography has established between the nomadic populations of the Altai and the oases on
both sides of the T'ien-shan.

Sull more was I interested to remark evidence of that close intercourse with the Turfan basin
which is suggested by all the historical data in our possession. Large numbers of Turfan people
were to be met with in the Bazars, mostly labourers preparing to return home after the summer’s
work north of the mountains, The others were traders; these bring chiefly cotton and fruit,
produce which the warm climate of Turfan favours and which are lacking in the colder regions of
the north. They carry back flour, sheep, felts and the like, which the Guchen tract either produces
in plenty or else receives from its nomadic neighbours. The abundance of Turfan fruit displayed
on all sides afforded ocular proof that the high range to the south, in spite of its snowy crest and its
ruggedness, formed no effective barrier between the two territories that the Chinese significantly
designated as those of the ‘ Anterior and Posterior kings of Chii-shih’.

Section II.—THE SITE OF PEI-T'ING AND THE POSTERIOR
COURT OF CHU-SHIH

Many as were the points of geographical interest that this region along the northern foot of
the snowy range seemed to offer, two practical considerations of importance rendered it necessary
for me to limit my stay there and to turn south to Turfan before long. The Turfin basin was to
serve as our main base for the work of the autumn and winter. The programme I had planned for
Lal Singh comprised extensive surveys, including triangulation, in the desert region of the Kuruk-
tagh. The conditions there prevailing necessarily limited operations over a great portion of that
area to the few months during which the salt springs were frozen and water could be carried in the
form of ice. It was essential for me to make timely arrangements at Turfan by which Lal Singh
might start as soon as possible on the task, to which he looked forward with eagerness. I myself
wished to reach Turfan by travelling direct across the mountains due south, and thus to pass through
a portion of the main T‘ien-shan range that had never been surveyed.

My desire to follow the direct line connecting Guchen with Turfan town had been greatly
increased when I discovered, in the course of discussions on antiquarian subjects with learned
Li Ta-lao-yeh of Barkul, that a much-frequented mountain route between the two places, that
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crossing the pass of Pa-no-p‘a, was evidently identical with a route described in an itinerary 9f the
T'ang Annals, translated by M. Chavannes, as leading from the old capital of. Turfan C/zm.o-/zo
Z¥ M, the present Yar-khoto, to Pei-£ing {, E This place, the seat of an 1mpf)rtant Chinese
Protectorate of T'ang times, corresponding to Chin-man 4 @ of the Han period,! had beerll
correctly located by a Chinese antiquarian scholar, Hsii Sung, the author of the Hsi yii shut tao chi,
at a ruined site to the north of the town of Jimasa, situated one march to the south-west of Guchen.
It therefore seemed easy to combine a visit to the remains of Pei-t'ing with the subsequent journey
due south by the Pa-no-p‘a pass.

But Li Ta-lao-yeh had not failed to warn me that the Pa-no-p‘a pass was liable to be closed for
a time by heavy snow-fall in the autumn, and moreover the state of my leg still made riding rather
trying and walking for any but short distances very difficult. It was therefore wise to avoid the
risk entailed by a long postponement of the crossing. As the route is practicable only for mules,
ponies, or donkeys, and in places, as I found later, difficult even for these when laden, I decided
to send our camels with all dispensable baggage to Turfan across the Ku-ch'iian pass (Map No.
31. 8. 1, 2). This easterly route, leading via San-ko-ch‘iian towards Pichan, is the nearest in that
direction by which laden camels can be taken. L3l Singh was put in charge of the convoy and thus
secured an opportunity for surveying that portion of the range which the persistent dust-haze,
following the blizzard of October 12th—13th, had rendered completely invisible during the days of
our journey to Guchen,

On October 19th I started with Afraz-gul from Guchen by the high road leading to Urumchi.
A march of thirteen miles, through a grassy steppe crossed by a number of streams and dotted
in places with village lands, brought us to the eastern edge of a large tract of continuous cultivation
belonging to the sub-prefecture of Fu-yiian? From the small and modest town which contains
its head-quarters and is generally known by its non-Chinese name of Jimasa, I visited on the
following day the ruined site where the ancient Pez-£'sng has been rightly located. Before I record
the observations made at the site, which, as far as I know, has so far not been described by
any European archaeologist, I may here briefly indicate the reasons in favour of this important
identification, as extracted by M. Chavannes from Hsit Sung’s geographical treatise published in
1823.83

The identification primarily rests upon a Chinese inscription of the T‘ang period actually
found at the site, which definitely proved that it was once occupied by the sub-prefecture of Ckin-
man & i§j-* A passage of the Chiu T ang shu, composed in the second quarter of the tenth century,
states that ‘ Chin-man in Later Han times was the seat of the Posterior king of Chii-shih HEh#% T
When the kingdom of Kao-ch'ang (Kara-khéja), i.e. Turfin, passed under Chinese domination in
A.D. 640, the district head-quarters of 7"ing Chou FE | were established there. Subsequently
this district was changed in A.D. 702 into the Protectorate of Pei-£'ing Jt EE, constituting one of
the Four Garrisons among which the Chinese dominions in Central Asia were administratively
divided. The above passage of the C4iu T'ang shu also states that the ancient royal seat of Posterior
Chii-shih comprised five towns, ‘ whence its popular designation was the territory of the five towns
T ¥#f’. Hence Hsii Sung, and apparently other Chinese antiquarians before him, very justly
concluded that the well-known Turki name Bésh-balik, meaning ‘the five towns’, borne during

! See Chavannes, Turcs oceid., p. 11, 3 Cf. Chavannes, Twurcs occid., pp. 11, 272.

? Fu-yiian ? ii is the Chinese official name in present 4 This inscription may be the same as that referred to
use. The former designation, as given in the Hss yii shus in the abstract from the Hsi yu lu, the work of Chingiz Khan’s
tao chi, was Pao-husi ﬁ g; see Chavannes, Tures ocad., minister Yeh-li Ch'u Ts%ai, as being at Bésh-balik; cf.

p. 1. Bretschneider, Med. Researches, i. p. 15.
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mediaeval times by Pei-t'ing, is but the reproduction of a far more ancient designation.® Hsii Sung
had also duly recognized the identity of Pei-t‘ing with the town which, when in possession of the
Western Turks, was known as the town of Kagan-stipa ‘ the Khan’s Stipa’ (K 'o-kan-fou-t'u
4] ¥F & [B) and under this name is mentioned also in Hstian-tsang’s Life.®

It is not within the scope of this work to show in detail that this location of Pei-ting is fully
borne out by the very numerous passages of T‘ang texts in which this important centre figures ;
M. Chavannes’s work, the Documents sur les Tou-kiue occidentaux, has rendered them accessible
to students who are not Sinologues. Still less can I attempt to discuss the question as to which
particular five towns were supposed at different periods to be comprised in the popular territorial
term of which the familiar Bésk-bali% is the mediaeval Turki rendering. It must suffice here to
point out that the T'ang itinerary relating to the route via Pa-no-p‘a to Turfan brings us by its
bearings and distances exactly to the ruined site identified by Hsii Sung with Pei-t‘ing.

On the morning of October 20th I started from Jimasa northward for Hu-p‘u-tzii Z {% F-,
the village beyond which the ruined town was said to be situated. The way to it led for about five
miles through cultivated ground, crossed by a number of canals and deep-cut nullahs in which
springs gather into small streams. It is the water from the latter—Z£a7a-s%, to use the Turki term
current in the oases along the foot of the K‘un-lun—which irrigates the fields lower down, while
higher up, near the town of Jimasa, irrigation is supplied by streams descending from the moun-
tains. An abundance of elms and other trees along the boundaries of the fields suggested a fertile
soil. But there were signs that in this tract cultivation had not yet recovered from the devastation
attending the Tungan rebellion. Within the village of Hu-p‘u-tzii, wholly Chinese and enclosed
by a tumble-down clay wall, most of the houses were in ruin. Passing fields and groves for about
another two miles, we arrived at a wide open area. There, to the west of a broad marshy nullah
drained by a stream flowing northward rise the remains of the massive clay walls that once protected
the ruined town.

The outer walls, as seen in the sketch-plan Pl. 23, appear to have once enclosed a roughly
rectangular area, measuring approximately 2,160 yards from north to south and 1,260 yards from
east to west. But the north-eastern portion of-this circumvallation has completely disappeared,
evidently through the eroding action of the stream which drains the marshy depression above
mentioned and which here takes a turn to the north-west. Other portions also of the walls, both of
the outer circumvallation and of an irregular-shaped inner enclosure, have suffered great decay.
In places it was only in the course of plane-tabling that the connexion between the succession of
detached clay mounds could be clearly traced. Judging from the best-preserved segments near
the north-western corner the outer walls appear to have had a thickness of about 30 feet at their
base and a height of over 20 feet, with bastions still more massive at the corners. The inner enclosure
built against the east wall would seem to have had about the same strength and has suffered equally.
Along portions of the outer enclosure cave-like rooms have been cut into the clay ; judging from
their smoke-begrimed appearance they once served as dwellings. Those seen on the inside of the
north-western corner bastion (Fig. 294) had apparently been recently searched. The floors of some
others were cleared in our presence without any finds resulting.

The condition of far-advanced decay displayed by the walls, in places approaching to complete
effacement, seemed to me to prove both that the site had long been abandoned and that there was

¥ Regarding the identity of Bésh-balik with Pei-t'ing, at Urumchi, accepted by Klaproth, Mémoires relatifs a I' Asie,
see Bretschneider, loc. cit., i. p. 66; ii. pp. 27 5qq. Seec also il. 355 sqq., has proved erroneous.
Ritter, Asien, i, pp. 382 sqq., for mediaeval notices, taken 8 Cf. Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 193.
from A. Rémusat and Klaproth. The location of Bésh-balik o8 The spelling Huo-p'u-tz51in Map No. 28. c. 1 is erroneous.



Sec.if] SITE OF PEI-T'ING AND POSTERIOR COURT OF CHU-SHIH 557

much moisture both in atmosphere and soil. The same conclusion was suggested by the con-
dition of the interior. This is almost everywhere honeycombed with pits dug by the people of the
neighbouring villages, who have evidently for a long time been accustomed to extract soil for
manuring. It is the same process that causes all old village and town sites in northern India to
be excavated for what is known in the Panjib as 44aura. The absence of clearly recognizable
structural remains of any size within the enclosed area may be partly due also to the extensive
use which was probably made of timber, so easily secured here from the mountain forests, in the
construction of all buildings. Only in a few places could I distinguish mounds, none of them large,
which may mark more important structures. All of them have been excavated for manure.

About 250 yards to the south-east of the north-western corner of the outer circumvallation
I came upon remains of what evidently was a small Chinese temple. Much-broken walls of vertically
set brickwork rose half a dozen feet above the debris that filled the interior. The condition of
the ruin suggested at first sight that it must have survived longer than the rest of the structures
which once occupied the interior. Local worship had probably continued at the shrine for some
period after the abandonment of the site. This was confirmed by the result of a little clearing
carried out with the help of a few Turfan labourers who had joined us at Guchen in the hope of
future employment in their own district. Along the centre of the north wall the floor of an image
platform was laid bare at a depth of about 3 feet from the surface. Among debris of burnt timber
and bricks we recovered a number of relievo fragments in stucco, all showing the effects of acci-
dental burning by their hardened and discoloured condition. Among these stucco remains,
described in the List below, two small well-modelled heads, Hu. o1, o5 (Pl. LXIX), and a relief
group of two fighting sheep, of excellent execution, Hu. o2 (Pl. LXIX), may be specially mentioned.
The use of iron wire as a core in the last-named relief and in some other pieces deserves to be noted.
The end of a pottery antefixa with Gorgon head, Hu. o13 (Pl. LXIX), closely resembles pieces found
at the temple K.K. 1 of Khara-khoto. Neither the fragments of stucco relievos nor those of decorated
hard bricks, Hu. o12 (Pl. L), 014, permit of a definite dating. But their treatment and motifs are
quite reconcilable with the assumption that the ruined temple was still occupied in Ming times
or possibly even later. A small much-worn Chinese coin which was picked up near the ruin has
not yet been identified.

Of the inscription which Hsii Sung saw and reproduced I was unable to obtain any informa-
tion, either locally or at Jimasa. But some Russian visitors were believed to have removed some
sculptured or inscribed stone found at the site. The general impression conveyed to me by a rapid
examination of the ruined town was that its much-decayed remains are those of the Pei-#'ing of
T'ang times. The locality probably continued to be occupied well into the period when both this
tract and the Turfan district were under Uigur dominion. The exploitation of the soil must have
proceeded ever since the town was abandoned. This and the moisture of the site, where, as the
springs in the adjacent depression show, subsoil water is struck at a depth of 15 feet or less, account
for the apparent rarity of finds of antiques. This rarity is indicated by the fact that inquiries [ made
at Hu-p‘u-tzii produced only three T'ang coins with the legend K'ai-yitan, for each of which the
ridiculous price of two Taéls was demanded.

I regret not to have made a close examination of a high and large mound, situated about 1,100
yarc-is outside the western wall face, which appears to have been occupied at one time as a watch-
station, and which accordingly is known to the few local Turki people by the name of ‘ Karaul’.
It has ogcurred to me since that it might possibly mark the position of that Stipa of a Western
Turk chief from which the town took its appellation ‘ Kagan-stiipa’ previously referred to.?

? Sce above, P. 556.
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Plateau On October 215t we set out from Jimasa to cross the range to the south. The route first
;’:{;‘;‘:‘t‘eﬂy followed the high road towards Guchen for three miles, and then turned up the scrub and grass-
" covered alluvial fan over which most of the streams that water the Jimasa tract descend (Map
No. 28. c. 1). A wide belt of cultivation was within sight to the east, and after we had reached
the hamlet of Chiu-ts‘ai-yiian, the low spurs on either side of the route were seen to be terraced
into fields cultivated by rainfall only. A narrow defile leading through an outer chain of hills
brought us to a wide open plateau stretching up gently towards the foot of the snow-covered range
and almost everywhere under cultivation. The total absence of irrigation channels showed that
here, on a belt stretching from about 4,500 to 6,000 feet in elevation, rain and snow assured enough
moisture for successful agriculture. The farms of the Chinese colonists who have been attracted
to this fertile ground are widely scattered over it in small isolated groups. It was only on reaching
the far-stretching line of shops and inns at Ch'iian-tzi-chieh, where we halted (Fig. 292), that some
idea could be gained of the extent and manifest prosperity of this settlement. Everything about
the houses, temples, &c., pointed to recent occupation and rapid expansion. The place, which is
built almost entirely of timber, serves as the trading centre for a wide stretch of submontane
cultivation, dating from the reconquest of the ‘ New Dominion’. We found its booths and inns
thronged with Chinese cultivators, Tungans and Turfan traders.
Nomadic I was interested to observe also among this mixed crowd the fine stalwart figures of Kazaks,
g?cé‘g‘;::’g" the latest arrivals in the neighbourhood. Their flocks and herds were grazing higher up in the
grounds.  valleys that debouch on this table-land between forest-clad slopes in full view from Ch'lan-tzi-
chieh. I was struck again by the frequency among these Turki-speaking nomads of fine ‘Caucasian’
features, such as greyish-blue or neutral coloured eyes and high-ridged or aquiline noses. Their
appearance necessarily turned my thoughts to the people who once spoke ‘ Kuchean’, the Indo-
European tongue largely preserved in Turfan texts and there designated as 7uA4ri. We must
suppose them to have held in Han times both the Turfan basin and ‘ Posterior Chii-shih’, the
tract through which I was just approaching it. We are not likely ever to know how much of
so-called ‘ Aryan’ blood had been infused through intercourse with them into the succession of
Turkish tribes, such as Huns, Avars, Western Turks, Uigurs, &c., who moved along the northern
slopes of the T‘ien-shan and temporarily extended their sway over this fertile submontane region.
But that some such admixture must have occurred seems evident from the fact that just those
portions of the T'ien-shan which comprise such excellent grazing grounds as those to be found
between the northern slopes of the Bogdo-ula range and the valleys of Yulduz and Tekes, are
bordered on the south by territories where we know that ‘ Kuchean’ or ¢ Tukhri’ was spoken
by the settled population of the oases.
tﬁe‘sli’ies't]ec;or I regret that the practical considerations previously indicated would not allow me time to
king of explore the fertile submontane belt, which, from the information received, must be assumed to
Chi-shik'.  extend along the foot of the range both to the north-west and south-east of Ch'iian-tzii-chieh. There
is, I believe, good reason to suppose that we have to look within it for the position for that residence
of the * Posterior king of Chii-shih ’ which both the Former and Later Han Annals agree in placing
in the Wu-t'u valley 3% ¥ #8.° The Wei /io mentions the town of Vii-lai J J#i as the capital
of the ‘ Posterior king of Chii-shih>. But, as M. Chavannes has pointed out, this town may well
have been situated in the Wu-t'u valley.® We shall see farther on that the Chinese ambassador
Wang Yen-té, when proceeding in A.p. 982 from the ‘ Anterior Court ’ of the Kao-ch'ang kingdom
or Turfan to the ‘' Posterior Court’, undoubtedly followed the route leading across the Pa-no-p‘a

§ Ci. Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1907, p. 211; also ibid., ® See Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1905, p. 558, note z.
1905, p. 558 ; Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. p. 106.
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pass and past Ch"tian-tzii-chieh.1 If there were any reason for thinking that this * Posterior Court ’
was then and in earlier periods situated on or near the point where this route debouches from the
mountains, we might well look for its site somewhere in the vicinity of Ch'iian-tzii-chieh. This
locality would have been particularly well suited for the summer residence of a semi-nomadic
ruler. But in the absence of any direct indication, this must remain merely conjectural.

OBJECTS EXCAVATED AT RUINED SHRINE OF PEI-T'ING SITE

Hu. o1, Clay stucco face, small-featured. Ears and
top of head missing. Eyes half open and dreamy ; black
irises and well-arched eyebrows. Wrinkle under chin
emphasized by black line. Flesh light ; much discoloured
and cracked (prob. from heat). Lips red, divided by black
line.

Surface material very fibrous and of fine texture ; back-
ing mixed with straw. 5" x4". Pl LXIX,

Hu. o2. Stucco relief group of two fat-tailed sheep,
fighting or playing with each other. Both rear on their
hind legs, facing each other, intercrossing their necks, and
nuzzling with their noses on each other’s shoulders. Legs
all lost except one. Legs, tails, ears and horns (both the last
missing) had core of iron wire.

Excellently modelled and very realistic; high relief,
farther side being unmodelled and concave from end to
end. Accidentally burnt. H. of group (with leg) 54", gr.
width 53", gr. relief 13", Pl LXIX.

Hu. 03, 04. Two stucco fingers, nearly life-size; long
nails, conventionally modelled. Discoloured by accidental
burning. Length 23",

Hu. 05. Stucco Buddha head. Hair not modelled but
merely massed, showing Ugnisa; eyes oblique. Well
modelled ; back missing. Hardened and discoloured by
accidental burning. 4" x2§" x13". PL LXIX.

Hu. 06. Stucco drapery. Lower part of richly draped
figure with traces of paint in which discoloured green,
white, and blue are visible. Back rough, with large hole
in which charred dowel for attachment to background.
Discoloured and hardened by accidental burning. Well
modelled. 33" x2§" x13”. Pl LXIX.

Hu. 07. Stucco female head, small-featured. Eyes ob-
lique and closed, head high and backward sloping, egg-
shaped. Ears not modelled ; traces of dark paint suggest
covering represented over head, ears, and front of neck.
Small hole at neck for wooden peg. Discoloured by
accidental burning. 24" x1§" x1}". Pl LXIX,

Hu. o8. Stucco head of man, with prominent staring
eyes; broad fleshy smiling mouth ; broad nose; receding chin;
arched eyebrows. Bald head painted black at back, where
is rough piece for attachment to background. White,
much discoloured, and hard from accidental burning ;
well modelled. Hole at neck for wooden core. 13" x 137 %
13", Pl LXIX,

Hu. oro. Clay pedestal for small statuette; oblong,

rectang., moulded inwards towards middle and expanding
again to foot. Traces of scroll and linear decoration in
white paint. Two holes in top for fixing object supported.
Back smooth, but undecorated. Hard grey clay. H. 2%,
width 33", depth 13",

Hu, omr. Stucco relief fr, Circular eight-petalled

flower, applied to flat band of stucco ; petals veined down
centre, and seed-vessel pitted with dots. Traces of paint.
Rough work, Hard grey clay. Burnt. 5"x2}" x1}",
Pl L.

Hu, 012, Moulded brick; hard, grey, oblong, Face orn.

with simple fret pattern in relief between raised borders.
8"x33"x13". PL L.

Hu. 013. End of pottery antefixa, with Gorgon head in

relief as K.K. I. i. o1, 012, 013 ; Chiao. o1, &c. Protruding
eyes, furrowed brow and cheeks; under-lip drawn in
under teeth. Sand-encrusted. Diam. 34”. PL LXIX.

Hu. 014, Fr. of moulded brick. Thin slab of hard grey

clay, broken each end ; projection behind for attachment
to some background. Face orn., between raised borders,
with plant design in relief; curving stem, and leaves
or flower with narrow pointed petals, cf. Chiao. 08, o9,
PL L. 6}"x7"x§"; gr. depth of projection 23",

Hu. o15. Fr. of stucco relief fig. of woman, draped.

Head, feet, and lower ends of drapery lost. Finely modelled,
the upper drapery taking form of cloak which half falls
away from shoulders. The stiff upper edge on L. forms
a sort of sheath, and is gathered up by arms, which it
covers in swelling masses before abdomen.

A swathed infant carried on the R. arm across breast,
face outwards ; lines of figure of woman suggest fertility.
Painted blue with yellow and white borders, but colour
and surface damaged by fire. Large hole pierced horizon-
tally in middle of back. Woman’s head, Hu. o7, may
belong to this. H. 53". PIL LXIX.

Hu. 016. Frs. of iron (?) wire; several lengths doubled,

and twisted on themselves, cable-wise. Gr. length 1",

Hu. 017. Clay head of woman, in the round; as Hu. o7.

Small-{eatured, high, backward-sloping ; oblique eyes and
crooked mouth. Back of head broken off, but preserved.
Remains of black paint over head to edge of face, and
pink on face; no ears. Stick core. Blackened by acci-
dental burning. H. 1{".

10 See below, p. 582 sq. and n. 6.
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Section I11.—ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS TO TURFAN

On October 22nd a very enjoyable march in true mountain scenery took us from Ch‘iian-tzii-
chieh far up into the Pa-no-p‘a valley. For close on five miles the route ascended a fertile alluvial
fan, well cultivated from scattered farms and rich in trees and shrubs. From where the road
neared the bed of the stream that descends from the Pa-no-p‘a valley, the northern and western
slopes of the spurs flanking the latter could be seen to be clad with dense conifer forest. It was
curious to notice this distribution of the forest growth, as it contrasted with that observed on the
slopes above the Barkul valley, where just the western slopes were bare and the eastern wooded.
The explanation is probably to be sought in a difference of climatic conditions between the two
ranges. The first of the fir-clad spurs was reached at a distance of seven miles from Ch‘lian-tzi-
chieh (Fig. 299).

From here onwards the track, no longer practicable for carts, wound up and down past steep
slopes covered with rich grass or forest. The trees came down to both sides of the tossing mountain
stream, which the route from above Lo-t‘o-p‘u-tzit repeatedly crossed, and the scenery assumed
a character distinctly reminding me of Kashmir (Fig. 296). A large valley, known as Pa-no-cha,
of which we passed the mouth at an elevation of about 7,000 feet, was seen to descend straight from
a conspicuous snowy massif in the south. Up to an elevation of about 9,000 feet it was clothed
with dense forest, which looked as if it had never been touched by the axe. The route continued
to the south-west over grassy slopes above the left bank of the stream and a mile farther on brought
us to the few log huts of Pa-no-p‘a, at an elevation of about 7,500 feet.! These serve as a resting-

place on the north side of the pass.

! While halting there for the night I had an interesting
opportunity of becoming acquainted with a small party of
well-armed outlaws from Kara-khéja of whose presence on
this much-frequented mountain route I had already been
warned at Jimasa. As their story threw a significant light
on the conditions of Chinese administration then prevailing
in these parts, a brief record of it may be included here.
They were the ‘ die-hard’ remnant of a large party of Kara-
khdja cultivators, who having had a long-standing dispute
over some lands with neighbours of Astana (Map No. 28. c. 3)
and thinking themselves wronged, had about six months
before attacked and killed the Muhammadan ' Jisa’, the
local revenue official, whom they believed to have brought
about the deleat of their rightful claims. Having thus
vindicated the cause of outraged justice in their own way,
they took refuge in the mountains, with which Ahmad
Mullah, their leader, was well acquainted as a ‘ Pawan’ or
hunter. They were well armed with Mauser rifles, {or since
the revolution of 1911-12 it had become easy to purchase
arms and ammunition from the Chinese garrison at Turfan,
and probably elsewhere, at rates well within the reach of
villagers of means.

During their stay south of the mountains they were attacked
near Yoghan-terck (Map No. 28. B. 2) by a body of Chinese
troops and lost two companions, but succeeded in cscaping
to ground inaccessible to their pursuers. Since removing
themselves to a region outside the Turfin command, the
four heroes had remained wholly unmolested. They were now
maintaining themselves in comparative comfort at Pa-no-pa

by the receipt of charitable gifts {rom sympathizing fellow
Muslims and of blackmail from other wayfarers.

There was talk of troops being sent from Guchen to capture
the little band, but Ahmad, their leader, an intelligent man,
in our long confabulation expressed his confidence of being
able to resist any attempt at force in the mountains and his
hope of arriving at an understanding with the Turfan Ya-mén
which would before long allow them to return in peace to their
homes. .We parted next morning after a friendly exchange
of gifts, his taking the shape of a piece of cloth printed with
an auspicious Arabic text in return for a modest amount of
silver,

Abmad’s wish to meet me again during my winter’s stay
in Turfan was to be realized in a fashion rather different from
that he had in mind; for, on returning from Urumchi in
the first days of January, I was greeted by his shrivelled
black head stuck up on a high pole outside the gate of the
Yangi-shahr of Turfan. Chinese diplomacy had managefi
to create distrust and dissension between Ahmad and his
little band, and when he attempted to bring his followers to
reason by driving them first into a cave and then kindling
a fire before its entrance, they shot him in scl[-de.fchC-
Chinese justice asserted its claim to the corpse when 1t was
being brought to Kara-khoja for burial, and there was lltt'lc
doubt that the negotiations that were then said to be in
progress with the remaining three outlaws would sooner or
later satis(y Chinese administrative nceds in some similarly
cffective fashion.
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On the following day a long march took us across the watershed of the range and a considerable
distance down the valley that gives access to the Turfan basin. A short distance above Pa-no-p‘a,
the route crosses a side stream coming from a snowy peak in the west about 13,400 feet high and
then ascends the very narrow bottom of the main valley to the south-west. The solidity of the
bridges which cross the stream in two places seemed to attest the importance attached to the route
by the Chinese authorities. At an elevation of about 9,000 feet we gained the grassy slopes of a
broad spur descending from a wall-like portion of the range which carried perpetual snow and
probably rose to close on 14,000 feet. On the western side of the valley the last of the firs were seen
at an elevation only a little above the point where the photograph in Fig. 302 was taken from
that spur. About four miles from Pa-no-p‘a the route crossed a stream that was evidently fed by
considerable snow-beds, and then led up SSW. towards the pass above another stream, which was
hard frozen all over at the time.

From an elevation of about 10,000 feet the ascent lay first over a broad but very steep slope
of decomposed slaty rock, overlain by a thin crust of ice. It was the result of fresh snow which
the sunshine of the last few days had melted. Then the flat ridge of the pass came into sight, and
the track led up to it in zigzags over bare slopes of detritus. We gained the pass after a march of
seven miles accomplished in four hours and found its height, as indicated by compensated aneroid
record, to be 12,280 feet. The temperature at noon was 30° F. in the sun, and an icy wind was
blowing from the south. A boldly serrated ridge (Fig. 300), rising at least a thousand feet higher,
overlooks the pass from the west, and apparently carries perpetual snow in its gullies down to an
elevation but little above the pass. The view southwards from the pass was very limited, and on
the northern side of the range, likewise, no previously intersected point could be recognized.

The descent to the south-south-east lay at first over very steep slopes of detritus. At a distance
of about a mile it brought us into a narrow gorge, where a succession of very precipitous rock faces,
recalling ‘ Parris’ in side gorges of the Indus valley between Astor and Gilgit, had to be traversed
first on the right and then on the left bank. The bed of the small stream by which this gorge had
been carved out was quite impassable in numerous places. Without supporting walls, built up
of large boulders and rough slabs, the path leading along the last of these cliffs, at a height of about
a hundred feet above the narrow bottom of the gorge, would have been quite impracticable for
laden animals, probably even for ponies without loads. The walls supporting this portion of
the track looked ancient, and without them the route could never have been used for any but human
transport. Below this difficult gorge the valley, still cliff-bound, opened somewhat (Fig. 3o1).
Then, from its junction with another valley coming from the north-west it offered easy progress
along its winding bed to the rubble-built hovel which constitutes the roadside station of Hsi-yao-tzii.
This is the last place where water can be found before reaching San-shan-k‘ou, more than ten miles
farther down. But, as no grass or straw was obtainable there for the animals, the march had to
be continued down the valley. :

From the point of junction, two miles farther down, of the At-oinak-jilga, the valley turned
almost due south and became remarkably straight and open at its bottom. But all the more im-
pressive was the contrast presented by the utterly barren slopes of the flanking spurs and the
equally bare expanse of the rubble-filled flood-bed at the bottom with the fine meadows and forests
that we had passed through on the northern side of the range. The great difference in climatic
condl_tlons between the regions comprised in Dzungaria, on the one hand, and the arid basin of
ﬁ‘lllllrsf;::t:crllddt]he v;lst ;lfsert af'ea to the south of it, on ct.he other, could not have been more strikingly
e an by this day’s passage across the T'ien-shan watershed. Even hardy scrub was

y 1n the dry flood-bed that occupied almost the whole bottom of the valley : yet the very width
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of the bed testified to the great volume of water which, according to the description of the Turfinliks
who accompanied us, sweeps down here at the time of the melting of the snows and on the rare
occasions when summer rain falls in the mountains. Grazing grounds were said to be found only
at the very heads of the valleys draining south from the snows of the watershed ; Turfan flocks
visit them in the summer months.

At the entrance of a defile formed by low projecting spurs, we passed the few scattered huts
of San-shan-k‘ou, near the junction of two narrow side valleys (Map No. 28. B. 2) coming respectively
from the north-east and east. Such scanty cultivation as once existed here had been abandoned
for several years past, owing to the drying up of the springs in the former of these two valleys,
The other valley, called Karlik or Karanghu-jilga, descends, as the map shows, from a great
snowy massif in the range, probably its culminating portion east of the Bogdo-ula, and contains
a considerable stream. But its water cannot be used here for cultivation as all level ground where
it debouches and for some miles lower down is covered with boulders and rubble. Only willows
and Toghraks will grow there. After groping our way over this tract in the dusk for close on four
miles from San-shan-k‘ou, we reached the point where the valley again widens. From here
onwards a continuous thicket of willows covers the valley bottom, and the route, in order to avoid
it, keeps close under the conglomerate cliffs flanking it on the east. It was quite dark long before
we arrived at Yoghan-terek, a group of roadside inns, amidst some fields and arbours at an eleva-
tion of about 6,400 feet ; we had covered a total of thirty miles during the day.

The clear sunlight of the next morning revealed a picture of striking colours. Willow jungle
and poplar plantations, clothed in brilliant autumn tints, filled the bottom of a cafion between
steep conglomerate cliffs, which rose to close on 300 feet above the lively stream. This by 8 a.m.
carried a volume of over 300 cubic feet per second, notwithstanding the advanced season, and two
hours later the water had considerably risen. [t was easy to believe, as was stated at Yoghan-terek,
that during the melting of the snow in early summer and on occasion of rainfall in the mountains,
the stream fills its whole rubble bed, over 200 yards wide at this point. Yet, scarcely more than
twelve miles farther down, all this water is completely lost where the valley opens on the thirsty
gravel Sai which in a mighty hemicycle of barrenness stretches round the whole northern edge
of the Turfan basin. Judging from the information I received as to the mouth of the valley, it
appears that much of the water brought down to this point, known as Darche, and subsequently
lost on the Sai, reappears by subterranean drainage in the springs that feed the ‘ Yars’ to the west
of Yar-khoto, or in the Karézes to the south-west of the present Turfan town.

Our march on October 24th first took us for six miles down the left bank of the stream. Where
we left it and ascended towards an easy flat watershed known as Ishak-dawin, I could clearly
make out on the opposite side of the valley four successive river terraces on markedly different
levels. They suggested a succession of periods when the volume of the river and its power of erosive
action had shrunk more and more, until it carved out for its course the present comparatively narrow
cafion. That these periods of gradual shrinkage were related to climatic variations producing
fluvial and interfluvial periods can scarcely be doubted. The observation is only made here with
a view to suggesting that competent geographical students should on some future occasion examine
the numerous other valleys that descend into the Turfan basin from the north.

From the saddle of the Ishak-dawin, about 5,200 feet above sea-level, the descent lay down a
shallow Wadi-like valley, almost entirely bare of vegetation and Aanked by cliffs in which horizontally
stratified red clay is overlain by deposits of detritus. We had covered some seven miles from the
saddle before a patch of tamarisks and reeds gave the first indication of the presence of subsoil water.
About a mile farther on, we passed a small clay terrace covered with Muhammadan tombs, and then
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dropped down into a hollow containing the charming little oasis of Shaftulluk, which §tands at an
elevation of close on 3,000 feet. Its luxuriant orchards and arbours are watered by a lively spring
rising about 200 yards higher up. The still green foliage of the fruit trees was delightful to behold
after the barren scenery through which we had passed since we crossed the range. No wonder that a
Ziarat and mosque rose close to the life-giving spring, evidently to mark local worship of ancient date.

Next day an easy march of nineteen miles across a steadily descending Sai, first of stone and
then of gravel, brought us down to the northern edge of the main Turfan oasis. The monotony
was relieved only where the route skirted a portion of the shallow Wadi where the water of Shaftulluk,
after flowing for about three miles below the surface, breaks out again in a little brook and irrigates
in succession three tiny patches of cultivation known as Kichik. After a march of about nine
miles, we crossed a wide dry flood-bed coming from the outer hills. It is joined by several smaller
Wadis farther on and carries occasional drainage towards the deep-cut ‘ Yar ' bed which passes
to the east of the ruined site of Yar-khoto.

The view obtained on our descent of this big gravel glacis was exceptionally wide and clear.
It extended from the snowy peaks of the watershed range right across the dark stretches of Turfan
cultivation to the long white belt of salt-encrusted ground marking the lowest part of the Turfan
depression. In the far distance, the desert hills of the Chél-tagh, forming the southern rim of the
basin, came into view in dim outlines. As the ground sloped so uniformly, it was difficult to realize
that the lowest portion of this vast vista lay close on four thousand feet below the point of departure
of our march from Shaftulluk. The first strings of Karéz wells, those characteristic features of
Turfan cultivation, were passed on the bare gravel Sai two miles before we reached the edge of
the cultivated area, as sharply marked off here as elsewhere around Turfin. A couple of miles
more, past open canals and fields that appeared to have been recently brought under cultivation,
brought us to the village tract of Yar-mahalla, where we were hospitably received in the comfort-
able home of Thrar Khan, the NG6gai owner of a cotton press and late Russian Ak-sakal.

It only remains for us now to compare the results of our actual survey of the route we have
followed from the ancient site north of Jimasa to Turfin, with what the previously mentioned
itinerary of the T'ang Annals tells us of the journey from Chiao-ho or Yar-khoto to Pei-t'ing.
The passage in Chapter XL of the 7 ang sku, according to M. Chavannes’ rendering, runs as
follows:** * Starting from the sub-prefecture [of C4izo-4o 28 JJ], if one moves northward for 80 /7,
one arrives at the hostelry of Lung-ch'iian # 5%, “ the Dragon Spring”. Farther to the north,
one enters a mountain gorge and passing through Liu-£u Jjj 4%, * the Valley of the Willows ”,
crosses the [mountain called} Chin-sha ling 4 d, &, ' the Mountain of the Golden Sand ”, at the
end of 130 /4. Passing through the Chinese frontier post of Ski/-Aui F; € one arrives at the town
of the Protectorate of Pei-t'ing j, £, at the end of 160 /7.’

_ That Chiao-ho, the ancient capital of Turfan, literally ‘[the town] between the [two] rivers’,
is identical with the ruined site of Yar-khoto, ‘ the town between the Yars’, is subject to no doubt.
Leading thence to the north-north-west the present route towards Jimasa and Guchen brings us
Shaftulluk after a march of approximately 18 miles. This ‘ Langar’ with its fine spring is un-
doubtedly the best halting-place for the traveller who crosses the barren glacis of the mountains
towards the valley that gives the most direct access to the watershed northward. Accordingly we
may quite safely place there the ‘hostelry of Zung-ch‘itan’, ‘the Dragon Spring’, and recognize
'n its name an appropriate Chinese designation for the life-giving fountain in the midst of a stony
wilderness, Chinese fancy has always been as prone to associate striking natural features with
the celestial monsters as Indian imagination is to recognize works of Siva, &c., in Svayambhi

1a See Twurcs occid., p. 11.
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Tirthas. The distance of 8o /7 is easily reconciled with the approximate equivalence of about
four /7 to the mile which results from the comparison of certain other distances recorded in itineraries
of the 7 ang shu between definitely identified localities in Chinese Turkestan.?

From the ‘ spring of the Dragon’ the itinerary takes us into a mountain gorge and then
through Liu-Au, ‘ the Valley of the Willows’, to the pass crossing the Ckin-sha ling, * the Mountain
of the Golden Sand’. Reference to the account given above of our route will make it clear that
the mountain gorge here referred to is the cafion which the present route from Shaftulluk enters
below Yoghan-terek. It is equally clear that Zzu-£«, ‘ the Valley of the Willows’, derived its
designation from the thickets of willows that skirt the route for miles in the valley portion extending
above Yoghan-terek towards San-shan-k‘ou. By the Chin-sia ling, ‘ the Mountain of the Golden
Sand’, only the watershed range of the T'ien-shan can be meant, and by the place of crossing,
the pass between Hsi-yao-tzii and Pa-no-p‘a.

If we assume that the distance of 130 /7 is meant to refer to the marches from Shaftulluk to
Hsi-yao-tzii, the place where travellers coming from the south are accustomed to halt before
ascending the pass next morning, and the last place where water and fuel are obtainable, the estimate

“ given by the itinerary may be considered a reasonably close approximation to the actual distance,

Earlier
notices of
Liu-ku,

which is about 35 miles. The above assumption seems justified in view of the fact that the distances
in T'ang itineraries, like those in corresponding classical texts, being derived from records made for
the practical guidance of travellers, are always measured between customary halting-places and are
not intended to serve for the location of natural features. For travellers of old times, whether from
the east or the west, it was far more important to know the distance to the last stage below a pass
than that to the watershed of the range, a place which they would be only too glad to pass and forget
as quickly as possible. I am unable to suggest whence the name of CAin-sia /ing, ‘ the Mountain
of the Golden Sand ’, as applied to this portion of the T'ien-shan range between Turfan and Guchen,
was derived. But there can be little doubt that we have in the Hox Han shu a reference to a similar
name for the mountain. In the biography of Pan Yung we are told that in A.D. 126 the northern
shan-yi of the Huns invaded with ten thousand horsemen the territory of Posterior Chii-shih and
arrived in the valley of Chin-chii 4 H before a Chinese force sent by Pan Yung obliged him to
retreat.®

The name of ‘ the Valley of the Willows ' can be traced even farther back ; for it is already
found, in the form of Chii-shit Liu-ku, ‘ the Willow Valley of Chii-shih’, in the Notes on the
Western Regions, eontained in the Former Han Annals. The notices in that text relating to the
petty territories around Anterior and Posterior Chii-shih state of the ‘ Kingdom of Hu-hu’
that it is ‘in the Chii-shih-liu valley .4 The very small population that this notice attributes to
this ‘ kingdom’, viz. 55 families numbering 264 persons, fully agrees with the supposition that
the reference is to a petty chiefship, comprising the valley drained by the Yoghan-terek river,
perhaps with some other adjacent valleys south of T ien-shan. Mr. Wylie in his note on this passage
pointed out that the same territory is alluded to also in the itinerary of the Chinese envoy Wang
Yen-t&, who in A.D. 982, after ‘passing through the government of Chiao-ho ’ or Turfan, ‘ traversed
the Valley of Willows, made the passage of the Ckir /ing mountain, and reached the Uigur capital’.f
Here we meet with what is evidently an abbreviated form of the name Chin-sha ling for the moun-

? CI. e.g. the distance of rzo Ii between Shih-ch'éng 3 Seec Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1906, p. 253; Dix In-
(Charkhlik) and Hsin-ch'éng (Vash-shahri), on the route {rom scriplions, p. 22.
Sha-chou to Khotan, and of 220 Ii between T'ien-shan (Tok- 4 See Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. pp. 104 sq.
sun) and Yin-shan (Kumush), on the Turfin-Kara-shahr ® Quoted by Wylie, loc. cit., from Julien, Mélanges de
route, as discussed in Serindia, i. p. 306; iii. pp. 1177 sq.; glographie asiatique, p. 11.

see also below, Chap. xxiv. sec, ii, iii.
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tain range, and find definite evidence that in Uigur times, also, the direct route connecting Turfan
with Pei-t'ing led up the valley above Yoghan-terek and across the Pa-no-p‘a pass.

It is equally easy to recognize the correctness of what the T'ang itinerary tells us of the remain-
ing section of the route between the Chin-sha ling and the town of the Protectorate of Pei-'ing.
It is true that we have no means of definitely locating the ‘ frontier post of Siik-Aui’, though
topographical reasons point to its having probably stood somewhere near Ch'iian-tzi-chieh or
the mouth of the Pa-no-p‘a valley. But the 160 /7 recorded by the itinerary as the distance between
‘the Mountain of the Golden Sand’ and Pei-t'ing agrees closely enough with the actual road
distance of 45 miles shown by our traverse reckoning, assuming that it is measured from Hsi-yao-tzi
and by the direct line connecting the route below Ch‘iian-tzii-chieh with the ruined site near Hu-

‘u-tzii®

P It only remains for me to point out that the total of 370 /7 indicated by the T'ang itinerary
as the distance from Chiao-ho or Yar-khoto to Pei-t'ing indirectly helps to make it appear highly
probable that the route via Yoghan-terek and Pa-no-p'a was already in Han times that regularly
followed between Anterior and Posterior Chii-shih. In the Later Han Annals we are told that
‘ going from the retrenched camp of Kao-ckh'ang B, B BE northward one reaches after 500 /7 the
town of Chin-man & ¥ of the Posterior tribe. These two localities are the gates of the Western
countries.”? Now ‘ the retrenched camp of Kao-ch'ang’ can with certainty be located at the
present Kara-khdja.? The distance from this to Yar-khoto or Chiao-ho is fully twenty-six miles
as measured on the map (No. 28. B, ¢. 3) and by road may safely be put at thirty. Chiao-ho or
Yiar-khoto lies quite close to the direct line connecting Kara-khdja with the route leading to
Shaftulluk, Yoghan-terek, &c., and from all that we know of Chinese itineraries in the Western
countries it appears most probable that the road distance recorded by the Later Han Annals was
obtained by first reckoning the distance from Kao-ch'ang to the political capital at Yar-khoto and
then adding to it that from the latter to Chin-man. The position of Chin-man is definitely proved
to have been the same as that of Pei-t'ing.? Hence we are justified in adding the 120 /i—which,
at the above-mentioned rate of four /7 to one mile, correspond to 30 miles—to the 370 / reckoned
between Chiao-ho and Pei-t'ing. The resulting total of 490 /7 is practically the same as the rough
figure of 500 /7 which the above-quoted passage of the Later Han Annals names as the distance
between Kao-ch‘ang and Chin-man.

® I mean the nearest route that a traveller now bound touching Jimasa.
for the site would follow. He would descend first via Pa- 7 See Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1907, p. 169.
no-p'a and Ch'iian-tzi-chich to the Guchen-Urumchi high ® See below, p. 571.
road and thence move straight towards Hu-p'u-tzi without ® See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 11; above, p. 555.
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CHAPTER XVII

THE TURFAN TERRITORY: SOME ASPECTS OF ITS
GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

Secrion .—THE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION OF TURFAN AND THE
EARLIEST HISTORICAL NOTICES

My arrival, on October 25th, 1914, close to the town of Turfin marked the beginning of the
season that I proposed to devote to archaeological and geographical labours in the Turfan basin.
The extent and variety of the interests presented by this region both to the antiquarian and geo-
graphical student are so great that the time, just over three months, which I was able to spend
there would certainly have appeared altogether inadequate if a systematic survey of all its ancient
remains and its physical features had been called for. In neither direction was there room or need
for so wide a programme.

As regards the ancient remains of the Turfan basin, Dr. Klementz’s reconnaissance visit,
carried out in 1897 under the auspices of the Russian Academy of Sciences, first showed not only
how great was the number of pre-Muhammadan ruins but also how easy they were of access;
since then the search among them for antiques had proceeded for a considerable number of years
and on an extensive scale. Between the years 1902 and 1907 fully equipped parties of German
archaeologists under the leadership of such distinguished scholars as Professors A. Griinwedel and
Von Lecoq had been at work at Turfan sites for periods nearly ten times as long in the aggregate
as that which I was able to devote to this area. Their extensive operations, rewarded by rich
results, and also the facilities for the ready sale of antiques offered by the vicinity of Urumchi and
by the position on a great trade route, had stimulated the ruthless exploitation of the ruins by
the local population. Much destruction had been caused for a long time past through the
constant digging for manuring earth among the ruins of the ancient capitals, Yar-khoto and
Kara-khoja, and this process was being accelerated by the increasing extent of cultivation
around those two important sites. Mr. Tachibana, the Japanese traveller, too, had spent several
months for archaeological purposes in the Turfan district in 1910 and again in 1911. Hence it was
clear to me from the start that it would be necessary, as an essential preliminary to useful work, to
ascertain by reconnaissances which sites were still comparatively undisturbed or contained remains,
such as wall-paintings, that deserved to be saved from further risks by careful removal.

The reconnaissances were also to familiarize me with the typical features of the Turfan
depression, and thus to enable me to direct and check more closely that detailed survey of its topo-
graphy which the geographical interest attaching to it made me anxious to secure. This survey,
on the comparatively large scale of one inch to the mile, was to be carried out by Surveyor Muham-
mad Yaqib; he had been carrying a plane-table traverse across the waterless desert between the
terminal basin of the Hami drainage and the eastern border of the Turfan district, and I expected
him shortly to rejoin me. The experience I had gained in the course of previous travel of the
young surveyor's qualifications made me wish to keep within easy reach of him in order to exercise
supervision and control.

R. B. Lal Singh, with his much greater experience and energy, could be trusted to make
the fullest use of such opportunities for fresh surveys on unexplored or as yet very imperfectly
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known ground as his allotted programme of work in the Kuruk-tagh would provide. This included
triangulation over a great stretch of ground, almost all waterless, and an effort to connect the
resulting net of triangles with the previous triangulation work carried along the K‘un-lun range.
Turfan would necessarily have to serve as the base for his needs in the matter of transport, supplies
and guides. The experience of the preceding winter made me feel uncertain as to the future
attitude of the Chinese authorities of Hsin-chiang in the matter of our survey operations. This,
together with the total absence of local resources in the Kuruk-tagh, made it all the more important
to make sure of this safe base by remaining myself at work in the Turfan district until the latter
part of the winter. By so planning Lil Singh’s work as to bring him back there to rest and refit
by the end of January I hoped also to secure due co-ordination between his labours and those
explorations in the Lop Desert and along the western Kuruk-tagh, which I desired to carry out
partly in person and partly through Afraz-gul during February and March.

Having thus indicated the objects that my stay in the Turfan district was intended to serve,
I may briefly explain how much of the work actually accomplished can be dealt with in these chapters.
The geographical interest attaching to the Turfan basin and the detailed survey of its topography
prompted by it were bound to claim much of my time and attention. The results yielded by this
portion of our work help in many ways to throw light on the historical past of Turfan. Yet several
reasons make it advisable to reserve their treatment for another place. In order to bring out in
adequate detail those geographical features which give to the Turfan district, and particularly
to its inhabited portion, a strongly distinctive character, cartographical representation of its topo-
graphy on a larger scale than that of the maps attached to this publication is essential. Arrange-
ments have therefore been made, with the kind help of the Geodetic Branch of the Survey of
India, Dehra Dun, for the preparation of a special map of the Turfan depression on the
scale of 1: 250,000 from the materials secured by our surveys, for publication in the Geographical
Journal. The drawing of this map, based mainly on the survey of one mile to the inch, is still in
progress, and for the paper intended to accompany this map the exposition of the geographical
observations concerning the Turfin area may appropriately be reserved.

I feel bound also to restrict the record here presented of my archaeological labours. In order
to treat the finds and observations thereon in their proper antiquarian and historical setting, it
would be necessary to devote detailed study not merely to all notices bearing upon the pre-Muham-
madan history of Turfan but also to the great mass of valuable materials in the shape of art and
manuscript remains brought to light by previous explorations. These strikingly illustrate the
remarkably varied relations with west and east of which Turfin was for centuries the centre.
The greater part of these materials have been deposited in the Ethnographic Museum of Berlin,
and their publication and study have for the last twenty years been carried on by a series of com-
petent experts.! But these very valuable labours are still far from being completed, and of other
materials widely scattered elsewhere our knowledge is still more imperfect. For a close examina-
tion of even those already rendered accessible I lack adequate leisure and opportunities. I shall
therefore make no attempt to discuss my own limited observations and finds with a view to elucidat-
ing the very divers aspects of the ethnography, culture, &c., of old Turfan, especially in the later
phases of its pre-Muhammadan history. I shall content myself with a plain record of the facts
observed by me on the spot and of the data that direct examination of our finds supplies.

Id'lli See A._annwedcl,Bericht“ﬁher archiologtsche Arbeiten in Spitantike in Millelasien, 1922-24. Also numerous articles
Kl ut._vlchan‘ und {]mgebung‘ Miinchen, 1906 ; Altbuddhsstische by Professors Franke, von Lecoq, Liiders, F. W. K. Miiller,
2:1_‘““”6-" sn Chinesisch-Turkistan, Berlin, 1912, pp. 211-16, Sieg, Siegling, &c., in the Abhandlungen and Sstzungsberichie

3-340; A. von Lecoq, Chotscho, 191 3; Die buddhistische of the Prussian Academy of Sciences, Berlin, and elsewhere.
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I shall only depart from this course for the purpose of a rapid synopsis of such definite historical
data of importance concerning Turfan as Chinese records furnish for those limited periods when
the territory was under Chinese political control in Han and T‘ang times. These data have
necessarily the closest bearing upon the interpretation of all archaeological observations in that
region. They themselves evidently require to be considered in the light of the geographical
conditions affecting that territory. I am not aware that any such review of the Chinese
historical notices regarding Turfan has hitherto been furnished by those fellow scholars whom
their archaeological work has made familiar with the ground. I may accordingly prefix it
here to the account of my antiquarian observations on the afore-mentioned reconnaissances,
and of the results which attended our excavations at particular sites such as Toyuk, Murtuk,
Astéana.

The notices which the C4'ten Han shu in Chapter XCVI devotes to the several territories com-
prised under the general designation of Chii-shi/ Hi. i are regrettably brief as regards the geo-
graphical limits and character of these territories. But they at least make it quite clear that  the
kingdom of Anterior Chii-shih ' during Former Han times must have comprised most, if not the
whole, of the Turfan basin proper. In their historical portion, however, these notices are somewhat
more ample and bring out two essential facts: on the one hand the close interrelation of these
territories whether situated to the south or to the north of the T'ien-shan, and on the other the
strong influence to which they were exposed throughout that period from their nomadic neigh-
bours on the north, the Huns. Both these facts are also reflected in the later history of this region
and find their full explanation in clearly recognizable geographical factors, which deserve to be
noted here at once.

The close interdependence of the territories on both sides of the mountain range is a necessary
economic result of the fact that, owing to a striking difference of climatic conditions, they naturally
complement each other in respect of their products. The adequate moisture available north of
the portion of the T‘ien-shan dividing Posterior from Anterior Chii-shih makes that area, as we
have seen, not only capable of producing an abundance of cereals without irrigation, but also
provides it with plentiful pastures, to be found in the mountain valleys during the summer months
and on the lower slopes and in the plains farther north during the winter. In consequence, there
is a considerable excess of essential food-stuffs, both as regards cereals and live stock, available for
the population of the oases in the south. There, within a small but potentially most fertile area,
wholly different climatic conditions prevail. Owing to the fact that the greater portion of the
cultivable ground in the Turfian basin descends well below sea-level, the climate of that area, though
situated near the 43rd degree of latitude and in the close vicinity of a high snowy range, is for eight
or nine months in the year so warm as to allow two crops to be grown yearly on soil that is thoroughly
well manured, and cotton as well as fruit of all kinds to be produced in abundance and of excellent
quality. Irrigation, however, is an absolute necessity throughout the area, and consequently the
Turfan depression could never tempt any but settlers accustomed by tradition to a system of
intensive cultivation by canals. On the other hand, the climatic conditions and the want of suitable
pastures wholly preclude a pastoral mode of life.

The exceptional fertility of the district, when cultivated under such a system, is best proved
by the fact that there alone in Chinese Turkestin we now find the use of Karézes or underground
canals extensively established. It is worked with an expenditure of money and labour which
would never be thought of in any other oasis of the ‘ New Dominion’, and is justified only by the
profit derived from such a valuable and easily exported produce as cotton. The development of
Karéz irrigation in the Turfan area is of comparatively recent date, and its introduction certainly
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does not reach back farther than the eighteenth century.® But that the district possessed a dense
population, wealth, and corresponding economic importance in much earlier periods also, is
abundantly proved by the large number, size, and elaborate character of its ruins as well as by its
recorded history. Irrigation must have been all through historical times indispensable to cultiva-
tion within the Turfan area. We are therefore driven to the conclusion that the water-supply brought
down in streams from the mountains was more plentiful in ancient times than it is now, when
subterranean drainage has to be tapped by Kar&zes in order to supplement it in a proportion which
at present is probably close on one-half of the total available supply. But the clear proof of reduced
water-supply that this fact affords, though it has its antiquarian bearing, can only be mentioned here
incidentally.**

The juxtaposition of two territories so different in climate and produce could not have resulted
in that close economic relation which still exists at present between the Turfan oases and the Guchen
tract nor in that political connexion which our records attest in older times between Anterior and
Posterior Chii-shih, between Kao-ch‘ang and Pei-t'ing, had not the mountain range dividing them
afforded, in spite of its height, easy access from the one to the other. The most direct route linking
the chief places of the two territories has already been described in the preceding chapter. To
the east of it the range can be crossed by two more passes, the Sardak and Kara-dawian, which,
though said to be unsuited for laden animals, yet offer means of rapid intercourse for mounted men
all the year round. Still farther to the east the range sinks down low enough, at the saddle of the
Ku-ch'iian (Map No. 31. B. 1, 2), to permit traffic between the eastern extremities of the culti-
vated areas in the two territories to be carried on by camels or carts without too great a detour.
Finally in the west the flank of the high Bogdo-ula massif can be turned by the still easier saddle
near Ta-fan-ch'éng, which the high road to Urumchi crosses at an elevation of only about 3,500
feet, and Jimasa can thus be reached in about eleven marches.

It is evident that if these several lines of communication greatly facilitated economic and
probably also ethnic intercourse between the two territories north and south of the snowy range,
they must have also helped greatly to render them equally accessible to military aggression and
political influence, whether it came from the north or the south. And this result of a geographical
factor explains why we find the territories corresponding to Anterior and Posterior Chii-shih so
closely linked in political fate and in the vicissitudes of war, throughout the successive periods for
which the Chinese records furnish exact historical data. The community of fortune thus created
is fully illustrated by what the Annals of the Former Han tell us of the part played by cis- and
transmontane Chii-shih, between the Huns on the north and the Chinese power on the south, during
the century and a quarter preceding the downfall of that dynasty.

Before noting the essential points of this story, as recorded in the Ck'ien Han shu, it only
}'emains to quote the description given therein of Anterior Chii-shih. Regrettably brief as it is,
it definitely settles the location of the capital. ‘ The capital of the kingdom of Anterior Chii-shih
1s the city of Chizo-ho 2 fi]. The waters of the river there divide and flow round the city walls ;
heqce the name Chiao-ho (* interlacing river "’). The city is distant from Ch‘ang-an (the present
Hsi-an-fu) 8150 %. The kingdom contains 700 families, comprising a population of 6,050 persons.

ot Regfxrding the Kiréz cultivation of Turfin and its T'ang times and even later. It is very difficult to believe
introduction, cf. th.e remarks of Prof. E. Huntington, based that the detailed and exact description of the territory of 7
on care(ul abservation, .Pulxe of Asia, pp. 3105qq. Kao-ch'ang in the T'ang shu, which duly mentions the two
. ihcrtolal absence in Chinese hist‘m.-ical notices relating annual crops and the cultivation of cotton there, could have
0 lurlan of any reference to so striking a feature as the passed over the Karéz system if it had then existed.

use of Kirézes may safely be considered clear evidence that

€ 2% On this geographically important int, cf.
this method of cultivation was not known there down to [ o ’ ; pommh,

remarks, G. J., 1925, June, pp. 487 sqq.]
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The army numbers 1865.” Then follow the usual enumeration of a series of local officers, ali
bearing high-sounding titles, and indications of the distances from the seat of the Chinese Governor-
General (Wu-lei, at present Yangi-hissar or Chadir) and Yen-c4'7 (Kara-shahr), 1810 and 835 /4
respectively. With the latter we need not concern ourselves, as the account given of the position
of the capital places it beyond all doubt at the site of Yar-khoto, five miles to the north-west of
the Kona-shahr of Turfan, as was long ago recognized by Chinese and Western scholars alike,
Nor need the figures given of the population detain us, beyond the observation that they closely
approach the corresponding numbers mentioned for Ulterior Chii-shih (595 families, 4,774 persons,
1,890 soldiers), but remain greatly below those recorded for the great oases of the Tarim basin,
such as Ch'iu-tzi (Kucha), So-ché (Yarkand) and Yii-t‘ien (Khotan).4

Of the role that Turfan played in the struggle between the Han and the Huns at the time
of the Chinese advance into the Tarim basin, there is significant evidence in the very first mention
of the territory traceable in translated portions of C/A‘zen Han shu and Ssi-ma Ch'ien’s Shik chi.
We are told that the missions passing between the Emperor Wu-ti and the ‘ Western countries’,
after regular intercourse had first been opened, were repeatedly attacked and robbed by the people
of Lou-lan and Ku-shih, who ‘on various occasions acted as eyes and ears to the Hsiung-nu,
causing their troops to intercept the Chinese envoys’® That Ku-ski4 g Bifi is but another
form of the name Chii-shik #i. fffi may be considered as certain® A Chinese expedition was
thereupon dispatched in 108 B.c., when its leader the general Chao P'o-nu, at the head of some
seven hundred light cavalry, ‘ captured the king of Lou-lan and defeated Ku-shih '.? The interest
for us of this record lies in the clear indication it affords that Turfan served at that time as a base
for Hun raids upon the newly opened Chinese route leading into the Tarim basin through Lou-lan.
It also proves that the Chinese counter-operations were conducted against ‘ Ku-shih’ from the south
across the Kuruk-tagh.?

That the Hsiung-nu, even after that defeat, retained their hold upon Chii-shih is proved by
the mention of an unsuccessful expedition which, with the help of Lou-lan troops, was sent n
99 B.C. against that territory.® The expedition had evidently been planned in support of bigger
but equally unsuccessful operations against the Huns which the Chinese in the same year attempted
from Chiu-ch'iian or Su-chou in the direction of the eastern T'ien-shan® It was with an exactly

8 See Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. pp. 105 sq. The first
portion of the passage is repeated in the notice of the Hou
Han shu, from the translation of which by M. Chavannes,
T'oung-pao, 1907, pp. 210 sq., the above rendering has been
slightly modified.

¢ Here it may be notcd that we have no means for locating
the two small subdivisions of the Turfan region which the
‘Notes on the Western Regions ', Ch'ien Han shu, chap. xcvi
(Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. p. 106), mentions under the
designations of ‘Chii-shih  Protectorate-general’ and
* Ulterior Chi-shih Presidency’. No bearings or distances
are recorded.

‘The identifications with localities about * P‘i-chan’ quoted
by Wylie from a modern Chinese treatise are obviously
guesswork.  The numbers of families recorded suffice to
show the insignificance of the detached oases probably
intended. The same applies also to the petty * kingdom of
Chich in the Tan-ch'i valley on the eastern side of the
Tien-shan’ (sec Wylie, loc. cif., p. 104), which the same
treatise similarly locates about P’i-chan,

5 See Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., x. p. 25. The passage is
evidently based on a corresponding record in Ssii-ma Ch'ien’s
Shih chi, chap. cxxiii ; see Hirth, ‘ The Story of Chang Kién’,
J.A.0.§., xxxvii. p. 106.

8 See Serindia, i. p. 336.

7 Cf. Hirth, J.4.0.S., xxxvil. p. 106.

8 See Serindia, i. p. 338.

® See Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. p. 106.

10 CE. De Groot, Hunnen der vorchristlichen Zeit, p. 162.

The repeated Chinese efforts against Chi-shih in com-
bination with expeditions towards the easternmost T"ien-shan
suggest an early Chinese endeavour to wrest from the Huns
the command of the routes leading to the ¢ Western regions !
through H&mi and Turfin-Guchen. It would have secur_ed
a physically easier line of communication with the Tarim
basin than that through the Lop Desert. This aim, however,
was not realized until the opening of the ‘new nmorthern
route * about a century later, and even then only partially ;
sec Serindia, ii. pp. 705 sqq.
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corresponding design that in 89 B.c. a force, composed of troops from Lou-lan, Wei-hstji (Kor.la),
Wei-li (Konche-Tikenlik) and other feudatory states,'® was sent under Chinese leadership against
Chii-shih, in order to create a diversion in support of operations undertaken from the side of the
Su-chou marches against the Huns on the T‘ien-shan.® The king of Chii-shih was besieged and
surrendered, but no permanent submission of the territory ensued ; for towards the close of the
Emperor Chao-ti’s reign (86-74 B.c.) we are told that Chii-shih had allied itself with the Huns,
who sent there a cavalry force to form a colony. Though this Hun force retired when a Chinese
army in 73 B.c. prepared to attack Chii-shih, the relations of its chief with the dangerous neighbours
in the north continued for some years longer, threatening to cut off the Chinese from their allies,
the great Wu-sun tribe north of the T'ien-shan.® In 68 B.c., however, a vigorous effort was made
from the newly formed Chinese military encampment at Ch‘ii-li, on the Tarim, with the help of
auxiliaries from the feudatory states of the Tarim basin, and this, after the capture of Chiao-ho
(Yar-khoto) in the same year, led to the submission of the king of Chii-shih in 67 B.c. A fresh
threat from the side of the Huns was met by a strengthening of the Chinese forces, and finally,
after the king, whom the Huns supported, had retreated eastwards with a portion of his people,
a Chinese military colony was established in the territory.!®* The Chinese general Chéng Chi
8 <&, to whose energy and powers of organization these successes had been due, completed in
60 B.cC. his work of consolidation, having been appointed the first ‘ Protector-General’ and placed
in charge also of the ‘northern road’ west of Chii-shih.14

From the time when Chi-shih was permanently secured by the establishment of a Chinese
garrison, down to the first decade of the first century a.D., Chinese political control over the Turfan
region appears to have been maintained uninterruptedly. It is during this period of seventy years
of continuous occupation by imperial troops that Turfin may be supposed to have first received
that strong impregnation with elements of Chinese civilization which, strengthened by similar
later periods of close political dependence, persists to the present day and markedly distinguishes
its people from those of the western oases of the Tarim basin. The importance that Chinese policy
attached at that time to Chii-shih, evidently as a kind of bastion securing the Tarim basin against
the danger of Hun aggression from the north-east, is indicated by the establishment there in 48 B.c.
of the special post of military commandant known as Wu-chi-Asiao-wei R 2 4 B an
appointment of consequence revived in Later Han times!> He had his residence in Anterior
Chii-shih at the fortified camp of Kao-ch'ang &1 B B the present Kara-khdja.1e

In the Yian-shih period, a.p. 1-5, the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei Hsii P'u-yii opened the ‘ new northern
route’ repeatedly referred to in earlier chapters, which greatly shortened the journey from the
Jade Gate in the Tun-huang Limes to Posterior Chii-shih1? It was evidently meant to bring
that territory within easier reach of the Chinese base and hence into closer dependence. From

1% For Wei-hsii and Wei-li, cf, Serindia, iii. PP- 1230 sq.

! See Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. pp- 106 sq. ; De Groot,
Hunnen, pp. 178 sq.

1 See Wylie, sbid., xi. p. 107; De Groot, 7bid., pp. 193,
198,

1 '.I‘hes.e events are related at some length in the notice
on Ch\.’l-sl’tlh, as translated by Wylie, 1bid., xi. pp. 107 sqq.
The locality of this military colony is not stated. For a
short but clearer record of the essential facts, see De Groot,
ibid., p. 202,

) " Cf. De Groot, ibid., pp. 205 sq. But see also Chavannes,
T oung-pao, 1907, p. 154, note 1, where the origin of the title
and its relation to the protection of the ‘ northern road ' west

of Chis-shih (Turfan) are brought out more clearly.

18 Regarding the title Wu-chi-hsiao-wei and its supposed
origin, cf. Chavannes, T oung-pas, 1907, p. 154, note 2. If
it really was derived from two separate functions, it seems
at any rate clear that at Chii-shih there was never more than
one officer holding that title at one time.

16 See Chavannes, sbid., 1907, p. 155, note 1. The place
of this military colony is not stated in the Han Annals, For
its location at Kao-ch'ang, originally called T'ien-ti, first
mentioned by a late authority, cf. Franke, Chinesische
Tempelinschrift aus Idikutsahri, p. 31.

17 See above, pp. 542 sq., 552; Serindia, ii. pp. 705 sqq. ;
Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1905, p. 533.
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this arose complications which the Ck'éen Han shu recounts at length. ‘Ku-kou, the king of
Ulterior Chii-shih, however, believing that the road might prove a check to his movements, looked
upon it as an inconvenience. His territory joined that of the Hsiung-nu general of the south.’1s
Unwilling to accept the boundary arrangement laid down by the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei, the Chii-shih
chief decamped with his people and went over to the Huns. This move, which ultimately led to
his undoing, seems a distinct indication that a part at least of the population then occupying the
Guchen-Jimasa tract relied on pastoral means of life. The same conclusion must be drawn from
what the Annals record of a revolt that followed in A.p. 10. Hsti Chih-li & {§ B, the chief
then ruling over Posterior Chii-shih, had planned defection to the Huns and been punished with
decapitation by the Protector-General of the Western countries. Thereupon his brother ‘ took
command of over two thousand of Hsii Chih-li’s people, drove off the domestic animals, and the
whole nation absconded and submitted to the Hsiung-nu ’*?

By that time the Shan-yi, the supreme king of the Huns, considering himself insulted by
Wang Mang, the usurper, on his accession to the imperial power (a.D.9), had broken with the Empire.
His troops made a raid upon Chii-shih in which two Chinese commanders were killed. Then a
rebellion among the Chinese troops at Kao-ch'ang led to the killing of the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei and
the delivery of two thousand of his officers and men by the rebel leaders into the power of the
Huns®® The peace subsequently patched up between the Shan-yii and Wang Mang was in
A.D. 16 definitely broken. The Huns ‘ then made a grand attack on the northern border ’ of China,
‘ while the Western regions were broken up and scattered like loose tiles’. A Chinese force sent
into the Tarim basin in the same year succeeded, indeed, in reducing some of the revolted states
there; whether these included Chii-shih is not clear. But on Wang Mang’s death, a.p. 23, the
Protector-General’s authority was annihilated, and all Chinese political power in the Western
regions ceased for fully half a century.®

Section II.—_TURFAN FROM LATER HAN TO T‘ANG TIMES

During the period comprising the first two reigns of the Later Han dynasty, Chii-shih, like
all the territories of the Tarim basin, was, as the Hox Han shu tells us, under the domination of
the Huns? Their exactions induced, as early as A.D. 45 the king of Posterior Chii-shih, with the
chiefs of Shan-shan and Yen-ch‘i (Kara-shahr), to offer their submission to the Emperor Kuang-wu?
The need of internal consolidation precluded the Empire at that time from according the desired
protection. The weakening of the Hun power subsequently facilitated internecine struggles between
the different * Western countries ’, in the course of which Chii-shih is said to have absorbed a number
of small territories along the northern slopes of the T'ien-shan.® When the fresh expansion of
Chinese power into Central Asia under the Emperor Ming began in A.p. 73 with the first occupa-
tion of I-wu or Hami, Chii-shih soon became again the seat of a military commander with the title
of Wu-chi-hsiao-wei, as in Former Han times. With the opening of the direct road to the Kan-su
marches via Hami, Turfan was clearly destined to become even more important to the Chinese
than before. But this first advance was turned into failure on the death of the Emperor Ming,
A.D. 75, when the Protector-General with his force succumbed to attacks of Kara-shahr and Kucha,

18 See Wylie, J. Anthrop. Inst., xi. p. 109; De Groot, 2 Cf. Wylie, ibid., xi. p. 11z; Chavannes, T'oung-pao,
Hunnen, p. 262, where the name of the chief appears as 1907, P. I55.
Kou-ku {i] ﬁ 1 See Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1907, p. 155.

% Ct. Wylie, ibid., xi. p. 111 ; De Groot, ibid., p. 270. * See Chavannes, ibid., 1907, pp. 155, 211.

1° Sce Wylie, bid., xi. p. 11x; De Groot, ibid., p. 270. * See Chavannes, sbid., 1907, p. 156.
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and the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei was besieged by the Huns and Chii-shih. A Chinese relieving force
dispatched from Su-chou (Chiu-ch‘tian) won, indeed, a great victory over Chii-shih in a battle
fought a. . 76 near Chiao-ho or Yar-khoto. But the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei was recalled, and the Turfan
region was once again abandoned to Hun domination.*

It was not until the Huns in the east had suffered a great defeat in A.p. 89 and the famous
general Pan Ch‘ao had re-established Chinese supremacy in the west of the Tarim basin by a long
series of brilliant operations, that Turfan and the neighbouring territories passed once again under
Chinese control. In A.Dp. go I-wu (Hami) was recovered and both the Anterior and Posterior
kings of Chii-shih sent tribute to the imperial court.> In A.D. 91, Pan Ch'ac having been appointed
Governor-General, a Wu-chi-hsiao-wei was re-established to reside with five hundred soldiers in
the camp of Kao-ch‘ang (Kara-khdja), while a ‘superintendent of the Wu tribe’ [ & {%& was
placed in charge of the Posterior tribe of Chii-shih.® The subsequent events recorded by the
notice of Chii-shih in the Hou Han shu clearly indicate that it was the ‘ Posterior tribe of Chii-shih ’
which it cost the Chinese administration of the Western countries most trouble to control. This
fact is fully accounted for, in the first place by the closer vicinity of the Huns established in the
north-east of Dzungaria, and secondly by the physical character of the northern slopes of the
T'ien-shan, which permitted Posterior Chii-shih to be occupied by a population at least partly
nomadic. We have already seen evidence of the influence exercised by this geographical difference
between Anterior and Posterior Chii-shih on the history of the two closely linked territories. We
are probably justified in looking to it also for an explanation of certain ethnic facts that may be
gathered from the archaeological and literary remains of Turfan.?

In a.p. 96 we read that Cho-ti % B, king of the Posterior tribe, on being threatened with
deposition by the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei, took the offensive against the king of the Anterior tribe, by
whom he had been betrayed. A large Chinese expedition had to be organized in the following
year in order to pursue him into the territory of the northern Huns, where he was ultimately defeated
and killed.®* The general disorders and revolt that broke out after Pan-Ch‘ao’s retirement in A. 0. 102
from the charge of the Western countries, and by A.p. 107 led to their complete abandonment,
brought Chii-shih once again into dependence on the Huns. The Chinese occupation of I-wu
(Hami) in A.D. 119 was followed, it is true, by the submission of the king of Anterior Chii-shih
(Turfan). But the Chinese occupying force was annihilated within the same year by the Huns,
assisted by the Posterior tribe of Chii-shih, and thereupon the chief of Anterior Chii-shih was also
putto flight. During the years immediately following we read that the people of Chii-shih, overawed
by the Huns, constantly participated in the raids by which the latter harassed the territories of Ho-hsi,
from Tun-huang to beyond Kan-chou.?

It was the imminent danger that the Huns from Turfin would overrun both Tun-huang and
Shan-shan, and thus establish contact with the Ch'iang nomads in the Nan-shan and K‘un-lun
to the south, that appears to have forced the Emperor An-ti into action. In A.p. 123 Pan Yung,
the son of Pan Ch'ao and almost as celebrated as his father, was appointed Chang-shik = shof
the Western countries, with orders to establish himself with a Chinese garrison at Liu-chung i} v,
the present Lukchun, the chief eastern oasis of the Turfin basin. As I-wu (Hami) was not

:(S:I. lbl:d, PP. 157 5q., 211 5q. residence was at Chin-man, the locality occupied by the
. ee i :'d., Pp. 158, 212, . . Pei-t'ing of T'ang times and marked by the ruined site north
.See ibid,, p. 158. The Hou Han shu in this passage of Jimasa.
fnent\or'\s oo Ii as the distance between the residence of the ? See above, pp. 558, 568 sq.; below, pp. 582, 585.
.Superl.ntcn(.icnt of the Wu tribe’ and Kao-ch'ang. This 8 Cf. Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1907, p. 212.
Inconjunction with another passage (T'oung-pao, 1go7, 9 Sce ibid., pp. 161, 165, 212.

P. 169), already referred to above, p- 565, proves that this
I
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reoccupied until A.D. 131, we must assume that Pan Yung gained possession of Turfan, which was
to serve as a base for the renewed conquest of the Western Countries, across the Kuruk-tagh from
the side of Lou-lan. By the year 125 he had won a great victory over Chiin-chiu M ) king of
Posterior Chii-shih, who was killed. Then, aided by two chiefs of this tribe, he attacked and
defeated in the following year the Hu-yen king of the Huns, who probably held the Barkul valley 10

The warlike character of the people in occupation of Posterior Chii-shih at that time is brought
out also by the record of a great raid which the Chinese political officer in charge of this tribe
succeeded with their help in carrying far into the territory of the northern Huns in the year 134.
But in the very next year the king Hu-yen, of the Northern Huns, retaliated by invading Posterior
Chii-shih. A Chinese expedition was then sent to succour ‘the six kingdoms of Chii-shih’,
significantly declared to ‘ serve as the protection of the Western countries ’, but did not succeed
in its object. By that time, in fact, the gradual decay of the Later Han power in Central Asia
had already set in.

The several expeditions subsequently undertaken from the Hami side against the Hu-yen king,
to which reference has been made above in connexion with the Barkul region,®® failed to remove
the danger from this source by which the Chinese main line of communication was ever threatened.
In A.D. 153 trouble arose with the king of Posterior Chii-shih, A-lo-to [ Zf ., who attacked
the town of Chié-4%, | [, where the Chinese had a military colony. With the help of a portion
of the tribe, the Chinese succeeded in forcing the rebel chief to seek refuge among the Northern
Huns. But he soon returned and, securing the support of his people, ousted his rival Pei-chiin
B F, whom the Chinese had set up in his place. The political expedient by which the Chinese
administration tried to meet its difficult situation, and with the record of which the notice of Chii-shih
in the Annals concludes, is of interest and throws light on the more or less nomadic character of the
race then holding Posterior Chii-shih. While A-lo-to was reinstated, Pei-chiin was removed to
Tun-huang ‘ with three hundred tents of the Posterior tribe, specially placed under his orders
so as to supply him with a fixed revenue '1?

Though Chinese nominal supremacy over the ‘ Western countries ' appears to have lingered
on under the Later Han for some time longer, no data concerning the Turfan region are furnished
by the records accessible to me in translation. The notices above surveyed suffice to illustrate
the increased importance to the Chinese that this region attained after the high road through Hami
and along the Eastern T‘ien-shan had been opened. We find this importance strikingly expressed
in the words with which the Hox Han shu sums up its notice of the northern route into the Térim
basin. ‘ These localities [of Kao-ch‘ang and Chin-man] are the gates of the Western countries ;
for this reason the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei have successively kept garrison there. . . . All these places
are fertile. That is why the Han have constantly disputed Chii-shih and I-wu with the Hsiung-nu
in order to dominate the Western countries.’ 14

The Chinese historical records of the periods that intervened between the downfall of the
Later Han dynasty, . D. 220, and the years immediately preceding the advent of the T'ang,
A.D. 618, appear to contain but scant notices relating to the Turfan region or to the ‘ Western
countries ' in general. But the few I am able to gather from among those rendered accessible by
the researches of M. Chavannes and Professor Q. Franke seem to indicate clearly that politica]
relations with China and the influence of Chinese civilization, such as resulted from Han supremacy,
continued during these four centuries to be maintained both there and farther west in the Tarim
basin, though probably to a reduced extent and with interruptions.

o Cf. Cha.vannes, T'oung-pao, 1907, pp. 167, 213; for N See ibid., pp. 213 5qq. 12 See above, pp. 54359
the Hu-yen king, see above, pp. 540 sq. 13 See Chavannes, ibid., pp. 214 sq. 4 Cf, tbid., p. 169.
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Sec. ii]

The Annals of the Chin dynasty afford direct evidence that, during the later portion of the
period covered by its reigns (A.D. 265—419), the chiefs of the Chang ;E family, who had set up
a local dynasty which for centuries ruled the Kan-su marches fr(?rp Liang-chou, repeatedly ma.de
extensive conquests in the * Western countries ’. Thus the expedition sent by Chang Chiin, wblch
in A.p. 345 secured Yen-ch'i (Kara-shahr) from the east, obviously presupposes the previous
submission of Turfan.?® The same is equally certain of the great expedition of Lii Kuang & ¥,
which was sent in A.D. 383 by Chang Chiin’s son, Chang Ch‘ung-hua, and which reduced the whole
of the Tarim basin® In the case of this expedition we are explicitly told that Lii Kuang was guided
by Mi-chih i ﬁ, king of Anterior Chii-shih, and by Hsiu-mi-t‘o ﬂ( a8 [k, king of.Shan-s}?an
or the Lop tract.!” Of effective Chinese influence, if not of direct political control, exercised dun'ng
parts at least of the Chin epoch in the east and south of the Tarim basin, we have conclusive
archaeological evidence in the Chinese documents recovered at the Niya Site and at the Lou-lan
station L.A. Considering the position of Turfan, it is difficult to believe that the same inAuence
did not extend simultaneously to this territory also.!®

For the period extending from the beginning of the fifth century to its end some interesting
notices concerning Turfan are extracted from Chinese historical sources, especially the Pes s4i4, and
lucidly discussed, in Professor O. Franke’s important paper ‘ Eine chinesische Tempelinschrift aus
Idikutsahri bei Turfan''® Méng hsiin ¥ &, a descendant of the old Chid-cA'4 yB. P& family,
of Hsiung-nu origin, had by A.D. 401 established himself as ruler of an independent state in Kan-su,
calling himself * Ruler of Ho-hsi’. By 421 he had extended his power as far as Tun-huang and
had apparently also brought some Turkestan territories, among them Kao-ch‘ang, into some kind
of dependence.?® His son Mao-ch‘ien } &, who succeeded him in A.D. 433, was unable to maintain
himself against the Wei Emperor T ai Wu-ti. After his submission in 439, Wu-hui fgt 3%, governor
of Chiu-ch‘iian (Su-chou) and also of the Chii-ch‘ii family, vainly endeavoured to make himself
independent, and by 442 retired to Shan-shan with a small force in the hope of securing for himself
a new dominion in the west® After having been appealed to for help by Kan Shuang B 3K,
a Chinese officer who had set himself up as a petty ruler over Kao-ch'ang, he treacherously managed
to make himself master of this town and its territory, while Kan Shuang took refuge with the
powerful Juan-juan or Avars in the north.2

Wu-hui died in 444 and was succeeded by his brother An-chou 2 K], who ruled over Kao-
ch'ang, and from 450 onwards over the whole Turfan territory, until 460. In the former year he
succeeded with the help of the Juan-juan in also annexing the petty state of Chiac-ho, the former

16 See Chavannes, Anc. Khotan, i. pp. 543 sq.

19 Ct. ibid., 1. p. 544.

17 See 1bid., i. p. 544, note 8.

18 Cf. Anc. Khotan, i. pp. 370 sqq.; Chavannes, ibid., i.
PP. 537 5qq.; Serindia, i. pp. 406 sqq.; Chavannes, Docu-
ments, pp. 155sqq. ; Conrady, Funde Sven Hedins, pp. 77 sqq.

It may here be noted that soldiers from Kao-ch'ang are
several times mentioned in the Lou-lan documents; cf.
Chavannes, Documents, p. 194, and Conrady, Funde Sven
Hedins, pp. 135, 139.

1? In Franke, Abkandlungen der K in. Preussischen Akademie
der Wissenschaften, Berlin, 1907, pp. 7 sqq.

% See ibid., pp. 11 s5q., 15.

_ M Cf dbid, pp. 17 sq. I regret not to have noticed
in Serindia, i. pp. 323 sqq. the intcresting reference made
to Shan-shan in the texts quoted by Prof. Franke, p. 18.
Wu-hui had sent his brother An-chou ahead to Shan-shan.

Its chief Pi-lung attempted to resist in compliance with
injunctions from the Wei Emperor, and An-chou was obliged
to retire to the ‘ eastern town '. In this must be recognized,
as already duly noted by Prof. Franke, the ‘old eastern
town’ which Li Tao-yian’s commentary on the Shui ching
(Chavannes, T'oung-pao, 1905, p. 569) identifies with Yii-ns,
the old capital of Shan-shan, and which, I think, must be
located at the ruined site of Mirdn; see Serindsa, i. pp.
3206 sq.

The subsequent statement that Wu-hui’s attack upon
Kao-ch'ang was made via Yen-ch‘i or Kara-shahr is also of
interest, as it shows that the most direct route across the
Lop Desert and the Kuruk-tigh was no longer available
owing to the drying up of the Kuruk-darya and the abandon-
ment of Lou-lan.

2 CI. Franke, Inschrift aus Idikutiahri, pp. 19 sqq.
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capital of the ‘ Anterior tribe of Chi-shih’, held between 433 and 450 by I-1& ﬁt(ﬁ- In 460
An-chou himself was attacked in Kao-ch‘ang and killed by the Juan-juan, who installed in his
place a descendant of Kan Shuang, Han Po-chou §}f 4§ #-*® There is evidence that this puppet
king and his son reigned till the year 481. The memory of An-chou is celebrated in the Chinese
inscription of 469 that Professor Griinwedel acquired from the ruins of a Buddhist shrine of Idikut-
shahri, dedicated that year to Maitreya ; this inscription has been edited and discussed by Professor
Franke in the above-quoted paper. After 481 Turfan passed through a protracted period of dis-
order, in which the neighbouring Uigur tribe of the Télés or T ieh-1& made its influence strongly felr,
But there can be no doubt that in Turfan, as throughout the regions along the Eastern T'ien-
shan, the paramount power all through the fifth century was wielded by the Juan-juan or Avars,
until, about the middle of the sixth century, their empire succumbed to the Tu-chiieh or Turks.»

Rule of An interesting notice of the Pei-shi4, which M. Chavannes has extracted,? tells us that from

Chii family. s, p. 507 onwards the throne of Kao-ch'ang was occupied by the C/4% %), a family of Chinese
origin, whose old home was in the vicinity of Lan-chou fu. The founder of the house was Ch'
Chia #3) ¥, who was followed in succession by his son Ch'a Chien %4 B and his grandson
Ch'ii Po-ya %8 {fj J#£-* The mention made that the last prince’s grandmother was a daughter of
the Kagan of the Tu-chiieh or Turks is only one of a series of indications showing the close relation
that subsisted between these rulers of Turfan and their Turkish neighbours to the north.

Homage Yet when Chinese imperial power under the Sui dynasty began again to make itself felt beyond

%“;fp:;’ors.“' the Kan-su marches, Ch'ii Po-ya, with the Turkish chief of I-wu or Hami, was the first to offer
tribute, A. D. 608.* In the following year the Turfan king came in person to do homage at the
imperial court and received a Chinese princess in marriage. On his return, A.p. 612, he pro-
mulgated a decree ordering his people to adopt Chinese fashions in dress, and in due course received
imperial thanks and titles as a reward for this renunciation of barbarian customs. Yet, significantly
enough, we are told that Ch‘ii Po-ya nevertheless did not dare to break off relations with the
T'ieh-lé g %)y or Tolss, to whom he had become subject after their victory over Ch‘u-lo, Kagan
of the Western Turks, 2 and who claimed the taxes levied by him on all traders passing through
his territory.2® This notice is of interest, because it illustrates the natural dependence of Turfan
upon its nomadic and consequently more virile neighbours established on the northern side of
the mountains, and the ease with which these could always levy blackmail on the trade passing
through the oases on the south. It alse foreshadows the conditions that probably prevailed in the
fertile settled district of Turfan during later times, when after the close of T‘ang domination it
had passed under the rule of the Uigurs, the most famous tribe of the Télés.

Turian The interesting and detailed description of the territory of Kao-ch‘ang which is furnished by

?,e:'c:'h'i'zd " the Pei shih composed in the seventh century has been fully translated and discussed by Professor
Franke in his above-quoted paper.2® It will therefore suffice to mention here only certain points
that have a distinct antiquarian bearing. In that portion which relates to the 4th—sth century
of our era, Kao-ch'ang is said to contain eight towns, all of them including Chinese among their
inhabitants. Mention is made of the warm climate and the fertility of the soil, which allow cereals
to ripen several times in the year. Irrigation of the fields is specially noted ; also sericulture and
abundance of fruit and wine. The people are said generally to worship ‘ the spirit of Heaven'

# Sec Franke, loc. at., pp. 21 sq. B.E.F.E.O., 1915.—Dr. L. Giles.)
¥ CI. Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 321. 2 Cf. Chavannes, Tures occid., p. 169, note 8.
5 Sce ibid., p. 103, note 2. For the correct date of Chii # Sec fbid., p. 89, note 3.

Chia’s accession, cf. Franke, loc. cit., p. 25, note 1. 8 Sec 1hid., p. 103, note.

%% [But sce M. Maspero’s reconstruction of the dates, ¥ See Franke, Inschrift aus Idikutlahri, pp. 27 5q.
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(¢'sen shén K ﬁilﬂ), which probably means Manichaeism, while at the same time believing in the
Buddhist doctrine. The statement that sheep and horses were kept in distant little-known localities
is probably to be explained by the fact that grazing grounds are to be found only in some of the
highest side valleys south of the main range and are difficult of access.?®® Another portion of the
account, relating to the period (557-618) of the Chou and Sui dynasties, which preceded the T ang,
mentions sixteen towns in Kao-ch‘ang, later on increased to eighteen, and gives details of the
administrative system organized after Chinese models. While the men dress as is the custom of
‘the barbarians (A/«), the women in costume and hairdressing follow Chinese fashions’. Writing
was the same as in China, but the scripts of the /7% were also in use. Laws, customs and ceremonies
were in essentials those of China.

It is of interest to note that the account given by the Pez s£i% concludes with a reference to the
great desert stretching between Kao-ch'ang and Tun-huang ‘ where there is no road and travellers
have to seek their way by the skeletons of men and animals. On the way one hears sounds of singing
or wailing, and if people follow these they usually come to their end. Hence travelling traders
ordinarily follow the route via I-wu (Hami).” 3 1 think that we can safely conclude from this
record that a direct route from Turfan to Tun-huang, leading perhaps past those easternmost
springs of the Kuruk-tagh which Lal Singh explored in January, 1915, to the Bésh-toghrak
valley, was still occasionally followed by adventurous wayfarers in the seventh century.®

The 7 ang shu’s notice of Kao-ch'ang takes up the story with the death of Ch'ii Po-ya and the
accession of his son Ch‘ii Wén-t'ai % K ﬁ, which occurred in A.D. 619, within a year of the
establishment of the T ‘ang dynasty. The account of his reign throws a characteristic light on the
position in which Turfin was necessarily placed when plans of Central-Asian expansion had
once again been resumed by China. Embassies of homage from Kao-ch‘ang are recorded in the
years 619 and 620." Among presents offered by its king to the imperial court in the years 624 and
627 are mentioned two performing lap-dogs said to have come from Fu-/in or Syria. This is of
interest as pointing to trade connexions with the distant Byzantine Empire, confirmation of which
is afforded for this period by archaeological finds in Turfan.®® In 630 Ch'a Wén-t‘ai personally
paid a visit of homage to the Emperor T ai-tsung. But some time after his return, he helped the
Kagan of the Western Turks to plunder missions that were proceeding to the imperial court and
to attack Hami, which in A.p. 630 had come under Chinese control. The remonstrances made
thereupon by the Emperor produced no result. Ch‘ii Wén-t‘ai did not proceed in person to the
court, as invited; nor did he send his commander-in-chief, who had previously been summoned
there to account for the attack upon Hami. The family name A-skit-na fd S IR borne by
this personage, as M. Chavannes points out, proves his Turkish origin and by itself serves to
indicate the influence then wielded by the Turks in the administration of Turfan.%4

Thereupon a large force was organized for the conquest of Turfan. This was to open the way
to the establishment of Chinese supremacy over the Western countries. Ch'ii Weén-t‘ai appears
to have relied on the protection afforded by the difficulties of the desert crossing, and died from
terror in A.D. 640, when the Chinese army had effected its passage through the desert. The
inscription of that year set up on the Barkul pass, to which reference has been made above,
shows the care with which preparations had been made by the Chinese commanders to assure the

::" See above, p. 562. . 8 As to traditional recollections of such a direct route,
] It is this passage that Sir Henry Yule, Marco Polo, cf. above, pp. 273, 319.
!- P 210, quotes from Ma Tuan-lin (in Visdelou’s translation) 3 See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p- 24, note 3.
in lllusl':rat.lorf of similar folk-lore beliefs about the Lop Desert ; 3% See below, Chap. xIx. sec. i, v.
cf. Serindia, ii. PP 563 sq. 8¢ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 104, note 2.
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success of this expedition.®® The town of 7 ien-¢7 [} H}i, by which probably Kao-ch'ang, i.e,
Kara-khaja, is meant,® was quickly taken by a surprise attack. Ch‘ii Chih-shéng %8 B/ B, who
had succeeded his father on the throne, was invested in the capital, and soon surrendered, after
showers of stones thrown by the Chinese engines of siege had produced panic in the town.3?

The whole territory was then occupied and turned into the district of /757 chox P& W}, with the
Protectorate of An-/Ast 2{- 5 established at its head-quarters. This Protectorate was for a short
while shifted to Kucha, after the first conquest of this territory in 648. But in consequence of a
change of policy on the accession of the Emperor Kao-tsung, it was brought back again to Turfin
in 650 and then located at Kao-ch‘ang.?® The head-quarters of the newly formed Chinese district
appear to have been left at the capital, i. e. Chiao-ho, the present Yar-khoto. Not until Chinese
power had been extended over the whole of the Tarim basin and the territories north of it, by
a final victory over the Western Turks, was the An-hsi Protectorate transferred, a.p. 658, to its
definite location at Kucha.

The territory secured by the taking of Chiao-ho and its king is stated to have comprised three
districts, five ‘ sub-prefectures’, twenty-two towns, eight thousand households, thirty thousand
inhabitants and four thousand horses. Whether the figures of population here given may be con-
sidered as approximately accurate it is impossible to say. The mention that in T'ien-ti (Kao-ch‘ang)
alone more than seven thousand prisoners were taken might well suggest some under-estimate.
A similar inference may be drawn from the assertion attributed to Ch'ti Wén-t‘ai that if the Chinese
force that got through the desert were to number less than thirty thousand men, his own army would
be able to master it.?® However this may be, it is clear that the great strategic importance of
Turfan was from the first fully recognized by those who prepared the Emperor T'ai-tsung’s plans
for the extension of Chinese supremacy into the Western countries. A sign of the special value
attached by them to the possession of this foothold may be recognized in the fact that the Emperor
decided upon the complete incorporation of the territory within the administrative limits of the
empire, instead of allowing it to remain under a vassal chief, as was urged by memorials repro-
duced at length in the 7 ang shu, and as was done in the case of the states subsequently reduced
within the Tarim basin.4°

The conquest of the Turfan basin was supplemented at the same time by the occupation of
the adjoining territory on the northern side of the T'ien-shan. Ch'ii Wén-t‘ai had relied on the
help of the Western Turks, secured by a treaty with their supreme chief, and one of their Shé-hu
(Jabgu) had been placed in the town of Kagan-stiipa, corresponding to the later Pei-t'ing.# But
overawed by the Chinese advance he surrendered the territory, which was turned into the Chinese
district of 7"ing f£.#* Thus firmly posted astride as it were of the T‘ien-shan, the Chinese were
in safe possession of a base which secured the routes both north and south of the mountains for the
farther advance, and which was capable of furnishing supplies for the forces needed to effect it.

35 Cf. above, pp. 544 5q.

38 CI. Franke, Inschrift aus 1dikutiahri, pp. 31 sqq., where
cvidence [rom Chinese historical texts is adduced that
T'ien-ti was the original name of the locality where the
military colony of Kaoch'ang was founded under the Han.

¥ Sce Chavannes, Tures occid., p. 106 ; also Notes addit.,
T'oung-pao, 1904, Pp. 7 5q.

I believe that the great importance which the Chinese
command attached to the construction of these siege engines,
especially ballistae, as clearly indicated in the inscription of
the Barkul pass (see Chavannes, Dix tnscriptions, pp. 30 sq.),
must be accounted lor by the strength of the position occupied

by the capital Chiao-ho or Yar-khoto.

The site, as the plan Pl. 35 shows, is defended on all sides
by the high and precipitous loess cliffs of the two ‘ Yars'
between which the town was built. The great strength of
the walls and fosse thus provided by Nature would have
made direct assault very difficult and a siege without artillery
necessarily protracted.

38 See Chavannes, Tures occid., p. 107, note 1, with the
rectification in T oung-pao, 1904, p. 19.

3 See ibid., p. 106.

49 See tbid., pp. 107 5q. 4 Cf. above, pp. 55554

2 See Chavannes, Tures occid., p. 109.
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To complete this summary of the notices in the T‘'ang Annals concerning Turfan, the descrip-
tion of Kao-ch'ang given in Chapter CCXXI of the 7 ang shu may be reproduced here from
M. Chavannes’ translation : 42 ‘ Kao-ch'ang is over four thousand /z, as the crow flies, to the west
of the capital ; it measures eight hundred /z from east to west and five hundred /7 from north to
south; it comprises twenty-one towns ; the king has his capital in the town of Chiao-/o, which
is the same as the Court of the Anterior king of Chii-shih at the epoch of the Han; the town of
T ien-#i was the administrative seat of the Wu-chi-hsiao-wei.%* The soil is fertile; wheat and
cereals produce there two harvests every year; there is to be found there a plant called po-tick
[ & ; one picks its flower which one can spin in order to make cloth of it.48 It is the [inhabitants’]
custom to tie their hair into a plait which hangs behind the head.’ 4 The dimensions indicated
for the territory probably represent, as is usual in such cases, rough estimates of the distances to
be covered on the high roads leading through the territory from east to west and from north to
south. Taken in this sense, the measurements are reasonably correct; for from Chik-tam where
the high road from the east first reaches inhabited ground in the Turfan basin, to Manan-chose-
dawidn where it leaves it in the south-west, eight daily marches would be the present customary
estimate. Similarly five marches would be reckoned in proceeding from Hsi-yao-tzii, where the
most frequented road across the T'ien-shan descends from the watershed, to the outermost Kuruk-
tigh range, which constitutes the southern rim of the basin,

The administrative absorption of Turfan into the Chinese Empire has deprived us of the
account which Hsiian-tsang’s As7 yi ¢4i would otherwise have furnished of the territory. The
great pilgrim had reached it in 630 on his way westwards from Hami, and had been received there
with much honour by Ch‘ii Wén-t'ai.4” The king had in fact wished to detain him altogether, and
in the end consented to release him only on Hsiian-tsang’s promise that on his way back he would
stay at Kao-ch‘ang for three years. But when Hsiian-tsang was returning towards China in
644-5, Kao-ch'ang had ceased to exist as a kingdom, and he was free to travel by way of Khotan
and Lop. If Kao-ch‘ang thus dropped out of his ‘ Memoirs of the Western regions’, Hsiian-tsang
at least bears witness to the close connexion existing at the time between its ruler and the Western
Turks; for he tells us that a sister of Ch‘i Wén-t‘ai was married to the eldest son of T‘ung
Shé-hu, the supreme Kagan of the Western Turks, and that the Kao-ch‘ang chief’s recommenda-
tion to the Kagan had secured for him powerful support on his journey all through the latter’s
vast dominion.*®

The transfer of the An-hsi Protectorate to Kuchi in A.p. 658 marked the establishment of
a new base for Chinese political activity in Eastern Turkestan. This helps to explain why the
abundance of exact and reliable data which M. Chavannes’s masterly researches have gathered
from the T'ang Annals for this period of Chinese expansion in Central Asia, supplies but little
information as to the events and conditions particularly affecting Turfin. Between the years
640 and 670 the district may be assumed to have remained in undisturbed Chinese occupation.
But whether this continued during the two following decades appears very doubtful. We know
[hE_lt after A.p. 670 the * Four Garrisons ’ controlled by the Protectorate of An-hsi (Kuchi, Khotan,
Kashgar, Tokmak) were overrun by the Tibetans, who had in that year won a signal victory over

:: Ct. 1brd:, Pp. rorsq. product a main article of export.

Regarding the identification of T'ien-ti with the % See also the imperial decree concerning Ch'a Po-ya
present Lukchun, cf. Chavannes, Tures occid., Errata et quoted by the Pei-shik; ibid., p. 103, note ; also Franke:
COI’:‘;, p- 310, Inschrift aus Idikutfahri, p. 28, .

Obviously the cotton plant is meant, as explained by 4 Cf. Julien, Vie, pp. 32 sqq.; Chavannes, Tures occid.
Chavannes, ibid., p. 102, note 1. Its cultivation is still PP- 193 5q. ’

one of the chief agricultural resources of Turfan and its 45 C{. Julien, Vie, pp. 61 sq.
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the imperial forces north of the Kuku-nér, and that notwithstanding the successes won by certain
Chinese generals in 673 and 677-9, Chinese supremacy in those regions was not re-established until
692.4° It seems difficult to believe that the Tibetans, who had then risen to formidable power,
should have conquered the Tarim basin and made their influence felt even north of the T‘ien-shan,
without having at least temporarily secured mastery over the oases from Tun-huang to Turfan,
through which led the least difficuit line of access to the former.5°

The recovery of the ‘ Four Garrisons’ in 692 was followed by a period of consolidation of
Chinese power in Eastern Turkestan, which extended over more than half a century and must have
brought increased prosperity to Turfan.®® Rapid decline set in with the crushing defeat inflicted
in 751 by the Arabs in Tashkend territory on Kao Hsien-chih, the leader of the famous expedi-
tion across the Pimirs and Hindukush, who then had charge of the ' Four Garrisons’. Buteven then
Turfan remained in Chinese hands for forty years longer. Otherwise the Protectorates of Kucha
and Pei-t‘ing could scarcely have maintained themselves, after the complete severance of direct
communication with the Empire caused by the Tibetan conquest of Kan-su and its western marches,
including Tun-huang, in about A. p. 76652 The very interesting records which M. Chavannes
has collected from the T'ang Annals concerning this final phase of Chinese deminion in these out-
lying territories, and reproduced in Appendix 4 of Ancient Kkotan, distinctly mention Hsz, i.e.
Turfan, together with I{-wu] or Hami and Pei-t‘ing, as the districts governed by Li Yiian-chung,
to whom the Emperor in 781 granted the title of * Grand Protector of Pei-t'ing’. He and Kuo
Hsin, governor of the Four Garrisons, had managed in that year to send messengers to the imperial
court by devious routes through the territories held by friendly Hui-ho [g] #;,, i.e. Uigur tribes.

The enfeebled Empire had to content itself with bestowing great titles, nominal promotion
and the like, upon those valiant Wardens of its last Central-Asian possessions, their officers and men,
without affording the help against the increasing pressure of the Tibetans from the south which
had, no doubt, been prayed for.®* In 783-4 a proposal to hand over to the latter ‘ the territories
of I ff (Hami), Hsi pj and Pei-t'ing Jf £’ was under serious consideration by the Emperor,
but was finally negatived.®® Towards the close of the year 789 fresh reports reached the court
from Pei-t'ing, showing the desperate straits to which were reduced the Chinese who still held
that territory and Turfan. The party of officials which had brought these reports, travelling by
way of the Uigurs, was evidently that to which the Buddhist pilgrim Wu-k‘ung had attached
himself when regaining China after an absence of nearly forty years in the * Western countries’
and India% The Tibetans were reported to be attacking Pei-t'ing with the help of Karluk and
other Turk tribes, while an Uigur force was coming to relieve it.

580

49 See Chavannes, Tures occid., pp. 114, 119, 122, 280 ;
also for a summary of the data relating to this Tibetan
invasion of the * Four Garrisons *, Anc. Khotan, i. p. 61.

5 In this connexion it may be noted that when the
Chinese commander P'ei Hsing-chien with a small force
proceeded in 677 on an expedition against a Turk chief allied
with the Tibetans he was met outside Hsi chou (Yar-khoto)
by the former’s men ; see Turcs occid., p. 74, note 3.

A little after 679 the Annals record the transfer of Wang
Fang-i, bearing the title of Protector of An-hsi, to the
prefecture of the T“ing district, the later Pei-t'ing ; cf. ibid.,
P. 76 note,

8 For a summary review of this period, and references
to the data furnished by Chavannes, Turcs occid., see Anc.
Khetan, 1. pp. 62 sq.

52 See Ane, Khotan, i. p. 63, and M. Chavannes’s App. 4,
thid., 1. p. 534.

8 See M. Chavannes’s extracts from the Tzt chik tung
chien, loc, cit., i, pp. 534 5q. The [riendly relations which Fhe
Chinese at Pei-t'ing maintained with the Uigurs and which
are shown also by the events of 789 referred to below, suggcst
that the Uigur occupation of Kagan-stipa, i.e. Pei-t'ing,
about the middle of the eighth century, to which a passage
quoted by M. Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 305, alludes, may
have been more in the nature of a settlement than of forcible
conquest.

8 See Chavannes, Anc. Khatan, i. p. 535.

55 See Chavannes and S. Lévi, * L'itinéraire d’Ou-k'ong’,
in J. 4s., 1895, Sept.—Oct., pp. 365 sq. .

Wu-k'ung, when first travelling in 751 to Chi-pin of
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The final scene of the struggle was close at hand. The Uigurs’ attempt at relief in the spring
of 790 failed, and the people of Pei-t'ing, tired of Uigur exactions, submitted to the Tibetans,
together with the Sha-t‘o tribe, a branch of the Turkish Ch'u-yiieh, who appear, as early as the
first T'ang advance to Hami and Turfan, in semi-nomadic occupation of the Guchen region.
The Chinese administrator of Pei-t'ing, Yang Hsi-ku, with his force of two thousand men, was
obliged to retire to Asi-chou or Turfan. Towards the close of 790 a fresh effort was made by the
Uigurs to retake Pei-t'ing, but led to their signal defeat. Yang Hsi-kou, who had shared the
attempt, was preparing to take refuge in Turfan with the few hundred men he had saved. But
the Uigurs treacherously detained him and ultimately put him to death to save themselves from
further complications. * After this An-hsi (Kucha) was completely isolated and no one knew what
became of it. But the district of Hsi-chou (Turfan) continued to hold out bravely in order to
remain faithful to the Tang.’ 57

Secrion [II.—TURFAN UNDER THE UIGURS

The complete predominance which the Tibetans appear to have gained in Eastern Turkestan
during the early part of the ninth century accounts for the absence of further references to Turfan
in the Chinese records for this period. But soon after the middle of that century, Tibetan supremacy
in that region and in westernmost Kan-su was broken by the Uigurs, whom Kirghiz attacks and
internal dissensions had forced to move from their former seats in Mongolia to the south and
south-west! The Sung Annals, whose record of the events leading to the foundation of this new
Uigur dominion after a. D. 847 is in substantial agreement with the 7 ang s4u’s notice on the Hui-ho
or Uigurs. distinctly mention Hsi-chou or Turfan as comprised in it, together with Kan-chou and
Sha-chou or Tun-huang.?

It was in the western portion of their new territories that the Uigurs were destined during
a prolonged period to play a part of historical importance, and one of considerable interest to the
student of Central-Asian civilization, literature and ethnology. The power of the Uigur Kagans
holding Kan-chou and other parts of the Kan-su marches succumbed by 1031 to the Tangut or
Hsi-hsia.® But the Uigurs in the west created a powerful kingdom, which for centuries extended
far along the eastern T‘ien-shan and, even when divided into several principalities, continued
as regards the race and traditions of the rulers to maintain its distinctive character well beyond
the Mongol period. By the protection it afforded to the oases under its control this Uigur rule
exercised a far-reaching influence upon the cultural destinies of Turkestin. On the one hand it
helped 1o preserve in those oases the cults and literary and artistic traditions derived during the

Kapiéa, probably passed through Turfan on his way to An-hsi Sha-t‘o chiefs are mentioned as holding appointment as
(Kucha) and Su-1¢ (Kashgar). But the laconic record of his governors of Chin-man or Pei-t'ing in the first half of the
travels gives no details. eighth century ; cf. sbid., pp. 98 sq.

On his return journey he appears to have travelled straight % See Chavannes in dnc. Khotan, i. p. 537, quoting the
from Yen-ch'i or Kara-shahr to Pei-t'ing, probably wia Tzt chih t'ung chien's tecord for 790.
Toksun apd L‘rgmf:hi, without stopping in Turfan. 1 Regarding the history of the Uigurs and the part played
he Vg:-k u]ngldlstmctlyl mentions that, for thtf journey to by tllt_:m in Eastern Turkestin and the Kan-su marches after
s pltnh, the Impenf.l envoy and other Chinese officers the Tibetan occupation of these territories, cf. the extracts
o 1r:mb e attached himsclf had to .take the route of the from the T'ang and Liao Annals in Bretschneider, Med.
H;:ni_,.KecauTe the way across _tht? ‘r.llyer of sand ’, i. e. the Researches, i. pp. 241 sqq.; also the lucid analysis of
o ua-chou road (see S'ﬂ’lndla, iil. pp. 1144 sqq.), was M. Grenard, /. 4s., 1900, janv.-févr., pp. 19 sqq.

¢d, no doubt by the Tibetans who held the Kan-su ¢ Cf. Bretschneider, Med. Researches, i. pp. 243 5q.

marches, if not also Hami,

"'“ICL Chavanncs, Turcs oceid., pp- 96 sqq. Several
1

3 Sce Bushell, The Hsi-hsia Dynasty of Tangut, p. 4.
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preceding thousand years from India, the Near East and China; whereas the advance of Islam,
which the Karluk-Turk dynasty of Balasighun ruling Kashgar had adopted about the middle
of the tenth century,* tended to suppress them in the western portion of the Tarim basin. On the
other hand, it may be credited with a very large, if not a preponderant, share in imposing upon the
racially distinct and linguistically very varied populations of the Tarim basin that exclusive use
of the Turkish language which prevails to this day and which the fostering of an Uigur literature
is sure to have greatly propagated. The remains brought to light at the Turfan sites bear ample
testimony to this double effect of Uigur rule, and this fact may justify the introduction here of these
few general observations concerning it.

Turfan, by its geographical position, was exceptionally well adapted to facilitate fusion in
culture and language between its last Turkish conquerors and the ancient stock established in the
oases. I have already had occasion to emphasize how closely linked by mutual economic relations
and hence also by history are the two territories which we know successively as Anterior and
Posterior Chii-shih, Kao-ch‘ang and Pei-t'ing, Turfin and Guchen. The two held in conjunction
were admirably adapted by nature to serve as the cherished seat of rulers of an originally nomadic
tribe, capable and eager to adapt itself to civilized life. On the northern slopes of the mountains
they and their people could for a long time keep up what was pleasant in their traditional ways of
life, while drawing at the same time upon the settled population of the fertile oases to the south
for the material and intellectual resources with which to strengthen their power and to add to the
pleasures of its possession,

This explains why under Uigur domination Turfan acquired importance as the chief seat of
the power then ruling the greater portion of the lands that had once been controlled by the * Four
Garrisons ’ of the T'ang. The favourable conditions prevailing at this time in the territories on
both sides of the mountains are strikingly demonstrated by the account that fortunately has come
down to us of the visit paid by the Chinese imperial envoy Wang Yen-té¢ JF ZE 4 to the Uigur
king Arslan Kagan in A.D. 9825 Certain details of topographical or antiquarian interest offered
by his narrative are discussed in a note below.®* Here I may content myself with calling attention to

# Cf. Grenard, J. As., 1900, janv.-févr., pp. 38 sqq.

5 See Julien’s translation of Wang Yen-té’s narrative, as
extracted in Ma Tuan-lin’s encyclopaedia from Chap. cccexc
of the Sung Annals, in J. 4s., 1847, ix. pp. 50 sqq. A later
edition of Julien’s translation in his Mélanges de géographie
astatigue, pp. 8o-102, is not accessible to me.

¢ Wang Yen-té's itinerary to Turfan is clearly traceable
from Hami onwards. From this place named by him I-chou
(I-wou), p. 54, he proceeded to Na-chik, the present village
of Lapchuk, west of Hami (see Map No. 34. B. 3; Serindia,
ili. p. 1157; Pelliot, J. ds., 1916, janv.-févr., pp. 118 5q.).

Thence he travelled by the route that leads through the
stony desert south of the present high road between Hami
and Chik-tam (Map No. 31. B. 2); this, owing to want of
water along its greater portion, is nowadays used only in the
winter with camels or donkeys. It has been surveyed by
Roborovsky and leads along the most direct line between
the last inhabited places of the Hami and Turfin territories,
on the west and cast, respectively. The absolutely waterless
route surveyed by Muhammad Yaqib in October, 1914, and
shown in Map No. 31. B-D. 3, lies to the south of it.

Wang Yen-t& duly mentions the total want of grazing along
the route he [ollowed and the violent winds which make the

passage of its western portion, then known as ‘the valley
of the demons’, dangerous to travellers (cf. M. Chavannes'
translation of this passage, T oung-pao, 1905, p. 530, note).

The temple of T'sé-f'ien }% B ( fertilizing the fields "),
which he reached after eight days’ travel (from Na-chih),
p. 56, may safely be located at Chik-tam, the first place
where cultivation is found on the above-mentioned route
from Lapchuk to Turlin. Eight daily marches would n_ol
be too many to enable a traveller much encumbered with
baggage, as the imperial envoy no doubt was, to cover.the
distance. Having becn met here by officials of the Uigur
prince, Wang Yen-té then proceeded through the locality
of Pao-chuang ﬁ ;ﬂ;, which manilestly corresponds to
the present Hsicn of Pichan, and the locality of Lu-chung
‘}';‘ ﬁ, the present Lukchun (the Liu-chung 7'{ ﬁ of
the Hou Han shu), to Kao-ch'ang, ‘ otherwise known 2
Hsi-chou’, i. c. Turfan.

Wang Yen-té's account fixes clearly the position of the
capital when he mentions ‘a river which issuing [rotjﬂ the
mountains of Chin-ling (i. c. the T'ien-shan, called _Chln-Sh“
ling in the T'ang itincrary from Chiao-ho to Pei-t'ing; S
above, pp. 563 sq.) has its waters divided in such a way that
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Sec, iii]
a few essential facts which throw light on characteristic aspects of Turfin as it presented itself
at a time when most of its extant ruined sites were still places ’ ip being ’. ' . '
Wang Yen-té clearly indicates the great extent of th(? region then subject to the Uigur k'mg
by mentioning that to the south it extended as far as Yii-t'ien or Khotan and “.restwards comprlsted
the An-hsi of T'ang times, i. e. Kucha.” The great aridity of the Turfan basin and the excessive
summer heat which made its inhabitants seek shelter in subterranean rooms (the vaulted kemers
10 be found in all Turfan habitations, whether ancient or modern) are accurately described.® The
fondness of the people for good living, amusements of various sorts, and mus%c is quite correc'tly
brought out. It still survives with the modifications involved by the change of times. The mention
made of the people of noble descent indulging in horse-flesh, while the common folk eat mutton,

ducks and geese, indicates a survival of nomadic taste among the ruling Uigur classes.®

Wang Yen-té saw fifty Buddhist convents, bearing on their gates names given by T‘ang
Emperors, and refers particularly to a great library of Chinese Buddhist texts in one of them.!?
The large number of ruined Buddhist shrines and the abundant finds of Chinese manuscript remains

in them fully bear out his statement.

they pass around the capital, irrigate the fields and gardens
and work mills’; for this description exactly applies to the
stream which issues from the gorge of Sengim and by means
of canals taking off from its branching beds irrigates the whole
of the oasis of Kara-khdja (Map No. 28. c. 3).

The Kao-ch'ang people’s love of music, on which Wang
Yen-té lays stress, their habit of never undertaking pro-
menades or excursions without taking with them musical
instruments (pp. 57 sq.), are well illustrated by archaeological
finds ; see below, Chap. xux. His references to details of the
Chinese calendar, to seasonal sacrifices, to great collections
of Chinese texts, Buddhist and others, to an archive of
imperial edicts, &e. (pp. 57 sqq.), all go to prove how deep
and lasting were the effects upon the Turfan people of pro-
longed contact with Chinese rule and civilization. The
general prosperity there prevailing under Uigur rule is
indicated by the mention of the practice of feeding such
poor as there were at the public expense, and of the great
age generally attained by the inhabitants.

It is quite certain that Wang Yen-té, when proceeding
to the ‘northern court’ of Arslan Kagan, travelled by the
route leading across the pass above Pa-no-pa. But it is
difficult to fix exactly the stages he mentions. Travelling
obviously in the leisurely fashion befitting an imperial
envoy, he took six days to cross the district of Chiao-ho
(Yar-khoto) and to reach * the entrance of the passage through
the Chen-ling mountains’, a locality by which perhaps the
halting-place of Shaftulluk, the ¢ Dragon spring’, may be
meant (see above, p. 563).

The next two marches brought him to Han chia chai,
‘the camp of the Chinese’, which possibly corresponds to
'\_(.t_)‘ghan-terek. [In the Sung History the character is not
2K chia, ‘ family’, but 2R chung, ‘mound’.—Dr. L. Giles.)
Five days more were occupicd in crossing the mountain range,
a n.ot.unrensonable allowance for the passage of so great
n"c.hgmtary, il reckoned to a point at the northern foot of the
T'ien-shan whence he could reach Pei-t'ing in one day (p. 62).

The allusion to a shrine called Ma-n:-ssz, 1. e. the temple

As Wang Yen-té arrived at Kao-chang in the fourth month
(May) of the Chinese year corresponding to 82, and by the
seventh month (August) of the same year (pp. 65 sq.) was
invited at Pei-t'ing to prepare for the return journey to
China, his passage north must have been effected in June
or July. Yet he found heavy snow on the range and was
assailed by torrents of rain and snow while crossing it. Where
the ‘ hall of the dragon’ (Lung-t'ang), situated on the pass
and apparently a cave, is to be looked for I am unable to say.
An inscribed stone there recorded the name of the pass as
Hsiao hsiieh-shan, ‘ the little snowy mountain ’.

Of the ‘valley of Pei-t'ing’ the narrative states that it
was several thousand /i in length and breadth. This shows
that the Uigur dominion at the time must have extended
for a great distance along the northern slopes of the T'ien-shan
(cf. Grenard, J. 4s., 1900, janv.-févr., p. 29). The lake near
the capital, on which the envoy was entertained by the king
to a musical festival, must be the marshy lake that the
Russian Trans-frontier Map marks to the north-west of
Guchen with the name of Ulan-nér. I now regret not to have
visited it. The abundance of horses in the region of the
old Bésh-balik of Uigur times is brought out by Wang
Yen-té’s mention that a piece of silk three yards long was
the customary price for an inferior horse such as sold for
meat.

? Sce Julien, J. A4s., 1847, ix. pp. 56, 64. The statement,
p- 56, that the frontiers to the south-west touched the country
of the T'a-shik or Arabs and Po-ssit or Persians is clearly an
exaggeration,

8 Julien, loc. cit., p. 56, wrongly indicates a doubt as to
the five inches of rain which, Wang Yen-té states, had fallen
in the year 970 and had destroyed a multitude of huts and
houses. It is certain that even a lesser quantity of rain,
falling within a short period, would nowadays work excessive
havoc among the mud-brick dwellings of the Turfin oases.

9 See Julien, ibid., p. 57; also p. 64 relating to the
Uigurs of Pei-t‘ing. 10 Cf. 4bid., pp. 58 sq.
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of Mani, ‘ attended by Persian priests who carefully observe their particular regulations and declare
the Buddhist books as heretical ’, 1 has received striking confirmation in the discovery by Professors
Griinwedel and Von Lecoq of Manichaean places of worship at Kara-khoja, and in the remains of
Manichaean texts in Iranian as well as in Turkish language that have come to light there and
elsewhere.

When Wang Yen-té arrived at Kao-ch*ang in May, 982, the king, whose Turkish name Arslan
Kagan he correctly renders as ‘ Lion king ’, had retired to Pei-t'ing in order to escape the heat.
This was quite in accord with well-established custom of all sovereigns of Turkish stock, which,
in the case of the Kushdn and Turkish rulers of the Indus region, of the Moghuls of Delhi and of
others, invariably led to the adoption of a summer capital in place of the original nomadic migra-
tion to pastures higher up the mountains. The extensive horse-breeding operations which Wang
Yen-té attributes to the royal family, and for which a large valley above Pei-t'ing was specially
reserved, also show that the old tribal traditions were still preserved by the rulers. They were
evidently favoured by the great natural facilities for pastoral pursuits afforded by the sufficiency
of moisture and grazing on the north side of the T'ien-shan. Wang Yen-t&’s description of the route
by which he proceeded from Kao-ch‘ang to Pei-t'ing has been dealt with above.’? His references
to three Buddhist temples at Pei-t‘ing, two of them founded in 637, do not convey the impression
that the northern capital, otherwise described as abounding in ‘ pavilions, towers and gardens’,
was as rich in Buddhist sanctuaries as Turfan, and this agrees with what my observations at the
ruined site beyond Hu-p‘u-tzii have led me to assume.

Finally it deserves to be noted that Wang Yen-té¢ in his description of Pei-t'ing gives the
Uigurs credit for being not only straight and honest, but also intelligent and capable, excelling in
metal work of all sorts. That skill of this kind was probably possessed of old by nomadic races of
Central Asia to a much greater extent than was formerly supposed, has been fully established by
modern archaeological researches based upon discoveries widely distributed from Siberia to the
areas of Europe affected by the great migrations.l® Yet we can scarcely go wrong if in the Chinese
envoy’s general eulogy of these Uigurs north of the mountains we recognize also the effect already
produced upon a sound Turkish stock by prolonged association with the old civilization in the oases
immediately to the south.

I cannot here attempt to trace the further history of Uigur dominion in the Turfan region,
beyond mentioning those few data which have a direct bearing upon points of antiquarian interest
connected with its extant ruins. The extracts from the Chinese Annals of the Sung and Mongol
(Yian) dynasties which Dr. Bretschneider has collected in his Mediaeval Rescarches show that
conditions of Uigur rule over Turfan underwent no essential change right down to the establishment
of the Mongol Empire, even though early in the eleventh century the principal seat of the Uigur
rulers appears to have been shifted to Kuchda.'* The mention of numerous embassies to the Sung
court in the course of the eleventh century proves that relations with China were not interrupted
by the establishment of the Tangut kingdom in Kan-su.!s In the following century the Uigurs,
with other tribes and states of Eastern Turkestan, passed under the supremacy of the K ara-khitai
or Western Liao.!* When Chinghiz Khan was starting on his great expeditions westwards in 1209,
Barjuk, who was then the ruling * Idikut’ (‘ Lord of Happiness’) of the Uigurs, joined the great
Mongol conqueror, and by active co-operation in all subsequent enterprises secured himself and

1t Sec Julien, J. As., 1847, p. 6o. 12 Sce above, note 6. Chinesisch-hunnische Kunstformen’, Bulletin de P Institut
¥ For interesting results ol these rescarches, proving the Archéologique Bulgare, 1925, pp. 194 sqq.
far-reaching artistic influence excrcised by thosc nomadic 4 Sec Bretschneider, Med. Researches, i. pp. 244 Sq9-
carriers of Central-Asian and Far Eastern cralts, scc e.g., Z. de 16 Sce dbid., i. p. 243.

Takdcs, Jahrbuch der asiatischen Kunsi, 15,23, pp. 6o sqq.; 18 CL dbid., i pp. 213 5q.
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his family in the retention of his possessions.!’ On the division of Chinghiz Khan's huge empire
between his sons, Bésh-balik with Turfin passed under the suzerainty of Chagatai’s branch. It
was then that information about the Uigurs first reached Europe. To Friar John de Rubruck,
who in 1253-5 visited the Great Khan Mangu near Kara-korum on a mission, we owe a clear
indication of the mixture of creeds prevailing among the Uigurs. Though he mentions them as the
first among the idolaters, i. e. Buddhists, eastwards in Asia, he also notes Nestorians and Muham-
madans as being mixed with them.!® He likewise justly recognizes the important part played by
them in the literary use of Turkish speech, a part abundantly demonstrated by the manuscript
remains in Uigur yielded by the ruins of Turfan.!?

Whether Mongol supremacy, with its religious tolerance and the easy and constant intercourse
it assured between China and Central Asia, had something to do with retarding the spread of
Muhammadanism in Uigur territories cannot be stated definitely. But certain it is that Buddhism,
and Taoism also, survived longer there than elsewhere in Eastern Turkestan among populations
of Turkish speech. The narrative of Ch'ang Ch‘un, the Taoist sage sent for by Chingiz, mentions
visits that he received from Buddhist and Taoist priests on his passage in 1221 through Bésh-balik
and at some town towards Manas. But he significantly adds that west of that town there were
‘neither Buddhists nor Taoists’. ‘The Hui-ho (Uigurs) only worship the west (i.e. turn towards
Mecca).’ 20

The chiefs of Turfan and Bésh-balik and their emissaries whom the Ming Annals mention
from the last quarter of the fourteenth century onwards all bear Muhammadan names. Yet in
1408 we are told of a Buddhist from Turfdn, with his disciples, reaching the Chinese capital.®
A notice in the Ming Annals, dating from the first half of the fifteenth century, particularly
mentions, concerning Huo-ckou W J}|, by which name Kao-ch'ang (Kara-khoja) was known
since Mongol times, that ‘ there are more Buddhist temples than dwelling-houses of the people ’.
We can scarcely be wrong in assuming that in this statement are included ‘ the ruins of an ancient
city, the remains of the capital of ancient Kao-ch'ang’, i. e. the ruins of the site now known
as Idikut-shakyi or Dikigniis-shakri, which the same notice, immediately after the passage quoted,
describes as situated to the east.2® That Buddhism in 1420 was still the prevalent cult in the Turfin
tract is conclusively shown by the record of Shah Rukh'’s embassy, which states: ‘ They found that
in that country most of the inhabitants were polytheists (1. e. Buddhists), and had large idol-houses,
in the halls whereof they kept a tall idol.”2¢ At Kumul (Hami), too, the same record notes a fine
Buddhist temple rising by the side of a mosque.

The fact thus established that complete conversion to Islam took place in the Turfan area so
much later than in the Tarim basin calls for special notice here, because, from an archaeological
standpoint, it has had a very important influence upon the survival in the former of remains of
a.nt.iquity and upon the condition in which they are found. It allowed relics of pre-Muhammadan
civilization, including objects of cult, literature and art, to exist in this territory, comparatively
well 'cared for, to within four or five centuries of our own time and that on ground which has been
continuously occupied. The same fact explains why a large proportion of those rémains belongs

:: See ibid., . pp. 249 sq., 260 sq. script was itself derived from the Estrangelo of the Syrian
9 CL ibid.. i, pp. 262 sq.; Rockhill, The Journey of Christians something to do with his erroneous attribution
) 1l]ham of Rubruck, p, 141. of the Uigurs in general to the Nestorian sect ? Cf. Rockhill,
s ‘.A.pud Tugures est fons et radix idiomatis Turci et loc. cit., pp. 147, 150.
('omru.nm "i cf. Rockhill, loe, cit., p. 152. 2 Cf. Bretschncider, Med. Researches, i. pp. 65, 67 sq.
Friar J. Plano Carpini, travelling in 1245-6 to Kara- 2 See ibdd., ii. pp. 193 sqq., 335 5qq.
korum, had already duly noted that the script of the Mongols B Ct. ibid., ii. p. 194. B See ibid., ii. p. 187.

was adopted from the Uigurs. Had knowledge that this Uigur # (1. Yule-Cordicr, Cathay, i. pp- 272 5q.
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to later periods. It also accounts for the difficulty which in the present state of our knowledge
must often be experienced in fixing the approximate date of discoveries made there, especially when
they result not from systematic excavation but from ‘irresponsible ’ digging by cultivators and
others.

This difficulty of fixing chronological limits is increased in the case of Turfan remains by two
causes, one connected with historical, the other with geographical circumstances. Owing to the
protection that the Turfan territory enjoyed for long periods, first owing to continuous Chinese
occupation and later under undisturbed Uigur rule, it was spared, as far as we can judge, any
violent cataclysms that might have resulted in the complete destruction of important localities and
their consequent abandonment, together with their places of worship, &c. This immunity from
permanent devastation is reflected in the fact that practically all ruins of pre-Muhammadan times
in the Turfan basin are found within the area of actual cultivation or in the immediate vicinity of
still occupied towns and villages., It is manifest that under such conditions it is far more difficult
to fix a Zerminus ad guem for all remains brought to light at particular ruins than where the sites,
such as those traced along the southern edge of the Tarim basin, when once abandoned to the
desert, have never been occupied again.

The same result follows from the fact that, owing to peculiar features of geographical position
and climate, the Turfan district includes no sites that have become definitely uninhabitable within
historical times through ‘ desiccation’, i.e. lasting diminution of the water-supply needed for
irrigation. The climate of the Turfan basin can be shown from available records and by the
evidence of archaeological indications to have always been one of great aridity. But the com-
paratively close vicinity of the high range to the north, carrying permanent snow and receiving
a great deal of precipitation from the distinctly moister zone beyond, causes a considerable amount
of drainage to descend into the basin, either above or below the surface. Owing to a remarkable
geological faulting, represented by the range of low but strikingly bold hills that rises all along
the northern rim of the basin proper, from near Pichan in the east to beyond Yar-khoto in the
west, most of the drainage absorbed by the glacis of piedmont gravel comes to the surface again
in the form of plentiful springs whereby the most fertile portion of the basin at the foot of those
hills is irrigated.

Thus the main oases of Lukchun, Kara-kh&ja and Turfin have remained assured of adequate
irrigation ; while such outlying portions of them as might have suffered through the diminution
in the discharge of surface canals which probably did take place during historical times, have been
saved from abandonment by the use of Karézes or underground canals. In the area, all below
sea-level, that lies beyond this belt and descends towards the deepest portion of the depression,
cultivation must at all times have been much restricted, where not altogether precluded ; for there
we find great salt-encrusted wastes surrounding the terminal lake-bed of the basin, now for the
most part dried up (Map No. 28. ¢, b. 3). This explains why, in that area too, we find no ruined
sites, like those beyond the end of the Niya river or those of Lou-lan, which were abandoned to the
desert at a definite period and which, having remained uninhabitable and practically inaccessible
ever since, have preserved for us undisturbed remains of everyday life datable within comparatively
narrow chronological limits. For these reasons the ruins of Turfan sites are almost all to be found
well within the limits of the living. Fortunately, however, the archaeologist may turn to the
abodes of the dead, and these, as we shall see, have preserved much that those ruins cannot revea)
as regards the life that was once led around them.



CHAPTER XVIII
AT RUINED SITES OF TURFAN

Section .—AMONG THE RUINS OF ANCIENT KAO-CH'ANG

For six days after my arrival near Turfan town I was kept busy there by many practical
duties, including an exchange of visits with the local Chinese officials, whose goodwill it was
important to secure, and by the disposal of the accumulation of more than three months’ mail,
which awaited me there. During these days I was able to pay a preliminary visit to Yar-khoto
and rapidly to inspect a cemetery site lying'beyond the ‘ Yar ’ to the west of the ruined town, where
half a dozen old Chinese graves were said to have been opened by Mr. Tachibana. Those I
inspected showed no signs of having contained objects of special archaeological interest beyond
much-decayed remains of skeletons wrapped in coarse fabrics; but the examination of the small
tomb chambers cut into the hard clay of the Sai, and of the narrow approaches leading down to
them, furnished useful indications for the work which I was subsequently to undertake elsewhere.

Soon after my arrival at Turfan I had the satisfaction of being rejoined, after two months
of separation, by Naik Shamsuddin and Li Ssii-yeh, who had left us at Mao-mei, and by faithful
Ibrahim Beg, who in their company had safely transported all the antiques deposited half a year
before at An-hsi. Towards the end of my halt near Turfan Lal Singh also arrived, after crossing
the mountains by the Ku-ch'lian-tzlii route with the camels. Favoured by clear weather, he had
been able to survey that portion of the range which previously, on our journey to Guchen, had
remained invisible. With my party reunited, except for Surveyor Muhammad Yaqub, I moved
my camp on November 1st to Kara-khoja, which, by its conveniently central position and the
easy access it afforded to a series of important sites, appeared the most suitable base for the winter’s
work in and around the Turfan basin. The house of Nizar ‘Ali Dogha (Dardgha), the local
headman, provided a safe place of deposit for our cases of collections and for spare baggage, as
well as fairly comfortable quarters.

My first stay at Kara-khdja, which extended to November 14th, was mainly taken up with
a series of preliminary tasks connected both with our archaeological and our topographical work.
With regard to the latter it was important to make very careful arrangements for transport, supplies
and guides, so as to enable Lal Singh to carry out, in the face of serious physical difficulties and
within the available limits of time, the survey operations assigned to him in the desert region of
the Kuruk-tigh. He was to reach Singer, the only inhabited spot in that vast area of barren ranges
and plateaus, by a new route ; and after establishing there a base for triangulation, to carry this
soutb-eastwards to Altmish-bulak, or if necessary beyond into the Lop Desert, with a view to con-
necting his system of triangles with some point fixed on the K‘un-lun range by his triangulation of
the preceding year. I was aware of the hardships which the devoted surveyor would have to face
partly from lack of water (as the few salt springs east of Singer do not freeze until well into December)
and partly from the in.clement atmospheric conditions of the Lop Desert. The gales and subsequent
dust-ha.ze that prevail there might oblige him to wait for weeks for a chance of sighting the
mountains far away to the south of the dried-up sea-bed. The detailed instructions and arrange-
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ments regarding L3l Singh’s work after the connexion of his triangulation had been secureq
required still more care. I was anxious that he should survey as_much as possible of the wholly
unexplored portion of the Kuruk-tigh which extends between Altmish-bulak and the terminal
depression below Hami. Survey work on this forbidding desert ground would certainly be attended
with serious risks, and neither my old surveying companion’s indomitable energy nor the hoped-
for help of Abdurrahim and his brave camels could altogether guard against them.

No physical difficulties would have to be faced in the course of the detailed survey of the Turfan
basin, which was to occupy the second surveyor during the winter months. But the arrangements
for this task, too, necessarily called for a good deal of attention. Carefully determined points in
the hill range forming the northern rim of the basin proper, which were to serve for clinometrical
height readings, had to be selected from the outset; and appropriate measures had to be taken
to obviate the risk of Chinese official obstruction with survey work which had to be carried on in
a closely inhabited area and obviously could not be brought under the head of archaeological
operations.! Curiously enough when obstruction came, towards the end of my stay in Turfan,
it was not against topographical but archaeological activity that it was directed.

Surveyor Muhammad Yaqab had rejoined me on November sth, after having carried out
satisfactorily the survey task with which he had been charged after leaving Hami. He had not
been able to secure there any guide acquainted with the track which the Russian Trans-frontier
Map marks ‘ from native information’ as leading from the Shona-ndr depression to Lukchun.
Information subsequently obtained by L3l Singh at Deghar showed that this track, traditionally
known as having been used at one time by hunters of wild camels from Hami, had become im-
practicable for more than a generation by the drying up of certain salt springs. So Muhammad
Yiqib, in accordance with my instructions, first proceeded to the outlying oasis of Kara-débe
(Map No. 34. B. 3), visited by me in 1907, and thence made his way, past dry Wadis descending
from the north, to the terminal bed of the Hami drainage known as Shona-ndr. He found this,
as well as the two smaller depressions of Kosh-gumbaz-ndr and Kichik-nér linked with it, quite
dry. The whole area, as seen in Maps Nos. 34. A. 3, 31. D. 3, with its far-stretching tongues of gravel
Sai and Mesa-filled depressions between them, evidently exhibits the same characteristic features
of ancient lacustrine basins with which the terminal basin of the Su-lo-ho and, on a much larger
scale, the ancient Lop sea-bed, have made us familiar. Thence he passed over absolutely barren
wastes of stone or gravel due west towards Pichan, reaching the first water and vegetation after
five days, at a small spring to the south-east of Chik-tam. Considering that no ice was as yet
available and that for fully ten days the little party, including a hunter from Hami, had to subsist
on the water carried in two of my galvanized iron tanks, it was a very plucky performance. At
the same time it conclusively proved that this track, a portion of which had been followed by Colonel
Kozlov as a member of Captain Roborovsky’s expedition, could never have served as a regular
route.

Apart from the survey arrangements above indicated, my first stay at Kara-khaja was mainly
devoted to reconnaissances for the purpose of discovering those sites and ruins where, even after
the labours of preceding expeditions, there still remained scope for profitable archaeological work.
From that convenient base I paid preliminary visits in succession to the cemetery sites near Kara-
khoja and its large sister village Astdna; to the cave-shrines of Toyuk ; the ruined temples of
Senghim-aghiz, Chikkan-k&l, Bezeklik and Murtuk. But, naturally, I was at first principa“)’
attracted by the remains still surviving within or quite close to the large ruined town, popularly
known as Ddkidnis-shakri, but also and more appropriately designated as Idikut-shakrt, the

1 Cf. above, p. 320.
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“town of the Idikut or Uigur ruler’. I had already, seven years before, on my first passage through
the Turfin district, paid a cursory visit to these extensive ruins, still so imposing in many places
in spite of all the destruction that they had suffered. I had. then been great]y 1rf1pressed by the
difficulty of doing justice to their archaeological interest owing to the d1§proport|on between‘the
large number and size of the ruined structures and the time and means available for their examina-
tion. That Professor Griinwedel experienced the same feeling is revealed by his account of the
first systematic explorations at this site carried out by him in 1902-3.

Destruction already at that time was proceeding rapidly, through the agency of villagers
digging for manure or antiques, and also of others who made a pastime of vandalism. To save
remains that were as yet undisturbed from the ever-present danger of such operations meant
a race in which the systematic excavator was necessarily handicapped. All the more credit is due
to Professor Griinwedel and his assistants, and subsequently to Professor von Lecoq, who in
1904-5 preceded him at Turfan while in charge of the second German expedition, for the success
that attended their devoted labours of salvage at this great site. Destruction had made unchecked
progress ever since. It had, as already hinted above, been accelerated by the profit which, as the
villagers soon realized, could be secured from the sale of antiques and manuscript remains to
archaeological parties and others. The proximity of Urumchi made it a convenient market,
and the Trans-Siberian Railway offered facilities even for direct trade with European centres.

A first rapid inspection of the site sufficed to show me how much the whole complex of ruins
had suffered since my previous visit. A number of particular structures shown on Professor
Griinwedel’s sketch-plan, and which I well remembered, had altogether disappeared; others of
large size, whose character was then still recognizable, had been reduced to shapeless mounds.
The open areas completely cleared of ruins and brought under cultivation had considerably
extended. There had been a corresponding increase of damage from damp to whatever remains
might still survive in the structures surrounded by, or closely adjacent to, the heavily irrigated
fields. I was thus reluctantly led to the conclusion that unless time and means were made available
for the complete systematic clearing of large ruined mounds that marked important groups of shrines
or monastic buildings, the chances of hitting upon structures not previously searched and hence
likely to yield interesting finds would be very slight. For extensive excavations of this kind it
would have been quite impossible at the time to secure the requisite large gangs of labourers;
for all the village folk were then busy with harvesting, while early in the new year manuring, clearing
of irrigation canals, and other preparations for spring sowing made an almost equal demand upon
labour. 1 had here a practical demonstration of the radically different conditions of climate and
cultivation that prevail in the Turfan depression and in the oases of the Tarim basin. The amount
of labour I could raise in the latter for excavation work during the winter months was in practice
limited only by the number that I could manage to keep supplied with water at desert sites.

_ These considerations, together with the desire to reserve time for work at other Turfan sites,
induced me to limit myself at Idikut-shahri to a few experimental diggings, such as could be carried
through with the few men available. I hoped by them to obtain some knowledge of the condition
in which the antiques excavated by villagers and offered for sale would probably as a rule be found.
In connexion with these reconnaissances, I had the plane-table survey of the site, from which the
'Sketf:h-plan, Pl. 24, is derived, carried out by Muhammad Yaqib and Afraz-gul. The object
In view was mainly to show with approximate correctness the shape and size of the circumvallated
area of the ruined town and to make it possible to mark within it the position of the ruined structures
at which some excavation was done. An endeavour was also made to indicate the situation of other
struitural remains still clearly recognizable as such; but as many among them had been reduced
1 G

Destructive
diggings.

Difficulties
of systema-
tic clearing.

Survey of
I1dikut-
shahri site.



Experi-
mental
clearing at
ruin Kao. 1.

Finds in
ruin Kao, 11,

590 AT RUINED SITES OF TURFAN [Chap, XvIq

at the time of our visit to the state of mere mounds, and as the condition of my injured leg made
it impossible for me personally to direct measurement at more than a few of the many ruins, the
dimensions shown for individual structures cannot claim to be more than rough approximations,
Nevertheless, I believe this rough survey of the town site, as it presented itself at the time, wil)
be found useful, as the rough sketch-plan published by Professor Griinwedel shows no scale and
professedly was made only for the purpose of personal orientation.?

The first place chosen for some experimental clearing was the south-eastern corner of a large
complex of buildings, in great part demolished, marked 1 in the plan, Pl. 24.3> Their arrangement
around a central court containing on the west side the remains of what looked like the high base
of a completely wrecked temple suggested a monastic establishment of importance. The Manichaean
MS. fragments, Kao. oro7-110, which I purchased, including a Runic Turki fragment with remains
of a miniature painting, were said to have been found in the large apartment marked i. We were
rewarded for the clearing done here only by a small piece of a text, apparently Manichaean, in
Sogdian script, with some Chinese manuscript fragments, and a small embroidery fragment,
Kao. 1. i. o1, showing a much-discoloured floral design.

Along the foot of the badly decayed western wall of what appeared to have been a large
hall, Kao. 1. ii, approached from the same central court, we recovered a large number of fallen
fragments of well-designed tempera paintings, which had once decorated that wall. On the wall
itself some badly faded fresco remains were found, showing the drapery of what was apparently
a colossal standing Bodhisattva figure and of another smaller one seated. Among the fallen
fresco pieces which the List below fully describes but which must await illustration elsewhere,
fragments of fAoral decoration are particularly numerous. We evidently have representations of
donors in the fragments 1. ii. 08, 10, 57-8, which show the heads and shoulders of 2 man and a woman
side by side, and in the fragments 1. ii, 016, 051, which retain portions of female heads with a peculiar
coiffure. Remains of Uigur inscriptions appear on 1. ii. o017 and some other fragments. Among
other finds made here I may mention pieces of coarse tapestry, 1. ii. 075. a (Pl. LXXXVIT); a wooden
comb, I. ii. o74 (Pl. LXXI); small fragments of Uigur, Chinese, and apparently also Sogdian
manuscripts, and five Chinese copper coins all with the legend A *ai-yiian, current during the
T'ang period.

The place next selected for trial excavation was a spot close to a small projection of the eastern
town wall within which Professor Griinwedel had explored the Buddhist temple marked by him
as V4 At a distance of about 120 feet to the north-west of this shrine the diggings of cultivators
had laid bare remains of what apparently had been a vaulted cella or passage, Kao. 11, built against
the town wall. The adjoining eastern wall, which alone survived, of this structure showed traces
of fresco work above the accumulation of debris wherewith the interior was filled to a height of
about 6 or 7 feet. The removal of this disclosed the extant portion of a wall, about eleven feet
Jong and standing to a height of close on twelve feet. Lower down, the stucco surface of the wall,

% Sce Griinwedel, Idikuischari, Fig. 2, with the general
observations, pp. 7 sqq., 13, as regards the conditions under
wiich his work had to be done.

It may be conveniently noted here that the extant
circumvallation of Idikut-shahri, as well as the remains of an
obviously earlier system of town walls traccable within the
enclosed area, is for the mnst part built of stamped clay,
set either in the fashion of thin layers, as usual in Chinesc
construction of this type, or else of large prsé blocks such as
are customary in the modern building practice of Turkestin,

The use of sun-dried brickwork is not as common in the
town walls as might be suggested by Idikuischari, p. 8,
note 1. Itis,as far as I could judge, principally confined to
repairs of a later date.

3 This complex of buildings probably corresponds 10
the big monastery which Professor Griinwedel marks with
the Greek letter x and bricfly refers to, ibid., pp- IO:S sq.
The gallery with fine but much-injured {rescoes mentioned
by him was no longer traceable.

1 See Griinwedel, ibid., pp. 41 sqq.
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all of which had probably once been painted, had disappeared, but at a height of about three feet
from the floor parts of a fine fresco composition were recovered and safely removed. An account
of them must be left for a later publication. The western wall had been completely destroyed
and the dimensions of the cella or passage could not be determined. The only find made in the
course of clearing was the fragment of a Chinese inscription on a burnt clay slab, Kao. 11. o1,
the longest of the six lines of which still contained eight characters. It has not yet been interpreted.
A small room which adjoined the cella to the north, measuring about twelve feet square, retained
only scanty traces of frescoes on its badly broken walls.

Our other clearings were made in the remains of structures which, being agglomerations of
small vaulted rooms, closely resembling the ground-floor Aemers of modern Turfin dwellings,
could easily be recognized as quarters. Two of these, Kao. 1v, v (see PL. 24), in the south-eastern
portion of the town, being situated in the vicinity of some large and much-dilapidated temple ruins,
may have served for the accommodation of attendants or pilgrims. In Kao. 1v the clearing of
the northernmost ‘ kemers ' yielded only the well-preserved iron arrow-head, Kao. 1v. o1 (Pl. LXXI).
In Kao. v, a structure situated about fifty yards to the north (see plan, PL. 25), three vaulted rooms
filled with debris were cleared. The objects discovered here included eight wooden pegs of small
size, Kao. v. 02—9 (Pl. LXXI), two of them bearing a few Uigur characters, evidently resembling
those pegs which Professor Griinwedel mentions as still used in Lamaistic sacrifices ;¢ fragments of
combs, v. 01, 014-15, and miscellaneous textile remains, among which the figured silk, v. o18. ¢,
with a scrolled pattern, and the piece of woollen tapestry, v. o19 (Pl. LXXXVII), showing a con-
ventionally treated leaf-and-stem design, may be specially mentioned. Finally, in clearing small
decayed quarters built at two points on the northern town wall, Kao. vI, vi1, some small fragments
of Uigur manuscripts and large pieces belonging to one or two Chinese documents were recovered.

Among the ruins outside the walled town the most conspicuous are the two groups of sepulchral
monuments, situated to the south of the high road where it passes beyond the north-eastern corner
of Idikut-shahri towards Toyuk and Lukchun, and commonly designated as Kosh-gumbaz.
Professor Griinwedel has furnished sketch-plans of both groups and described the interesting
constructive details of the Stlipa-shaped hollow domes which are striking features of this necropolis.®
Though some of them, as Fig. 307 shows, have outwardly suffered less than most of the ruined
shrines within the walls, their interior decoration has everywhere been long ago destroyed and the
contents rifled. This has also been the fate of the numerous graves near them, the approaches
to which were found all dug up, indicating exploitation at one time or another.

At the northern and more extensive group (Fig. 304) the much-decayed ruin of a Stiipa attracted
my attention by its large size and octagonal shape. With its enclosing walled court, it forms the
south-western corner of the group and appears duly marked (¢) in Professor Griinwedel’s sketch-
plan” As a first superficial examination revealed small fresco fragments lying near the top of what
remained of a circular wall on which the dome once rested, I decided upon a careful excavation of
the masses of debris surrounding the well-like interior of the ruin (Fig. 308). This soon disclosed
a marked difference in constructive plan between this Stiipa and the others. The circular wall,
54 feet thick, that enclosed the tomb chamber and supported the dome above it, was found to be
Sf:parated by a narrow passage from an outer enclosing wall, a little over 6 feet thick, which con-
tinued the octagonal outlines of the base, as shown by the ground-plan in Pl. 25. Though this
outer wall still rose to a height of over 12 feet above the debris covering the floor of the circular
charpber within, no definite indication was found as to the superstructure that it must once have
carried. There can, however, be little doubt that this superstructure was domed and contained

® Sce Griinwedel, 1bid., p. 6o. & See ¢bid., pp. 110 sqq. 7 See ibid., p. 113.
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windows ; for thus alone could the passage round the circular interior wall have received s
lighting. This supposition is borne out by the presence in the circular wall of eight small arched
windows about 10 inches wide, at a height of about a foot from the floor of the passage, giving on
the interior, and each opposite to a corner formed by the octagonal facets of the outer wall. That
the interior once had a double vaulting, as found in other Stiipas of Kosh-gumbaz,® is made probable
by another set of eight ‘ windows ' which penetrate through the whole thickness of the base, 14
feet, into the inner chamber, at a height of about 3} feet above the ground level and about as much
below the floor level of the passage. These windows were 2 feet 3 inches wide outside, reaching
a height of 3 feet with their arched points. At about a foot and a half from their inner end these
window passages appeared to have been partially blocked by brickwork, perhaps used in ‘pinjory’
fashion.

In the course of clearing the passage a considerable number of fine fresco fragments were
recovered which evidently had belonged to a painted frieze higher up. None of them were found
less than 5 to 6 feet above the passage flooring, which suggests that the walls of the passage below
this level had been left without decoration. Some of the fresco fragments were found lying one
in front of the other, as if they had slid down successively, as had happened with the frescoes of
the Miran shrine M. 111.° The entrance to the passage, if it had one, must have been from the south;
but there both the octagonal outer and the inner circular walls showed a big breach, made, no
doubt, by those who searched the sepulchral structure after it had become a ruin. Against the
south-eastern facet of the base was built a small annexe, originally double-storied, containing on
the ground floor two vaulted rooms, each 15 feet long. The one nearest to the sepulchral structure
was only 5 feet wide and may have once contained stairs leading to the upper rooms; but this
could not be determined. The fact that the enclosing wall of the quadrangular courtyard, against
which the annexe was built, stood on this side 18 feet away from the main structure and only
4 feet away on the opposite side suggests that the annexe was contemporary with the former. In
this case it may possibly have served as a convenient place for performing funeral rites or keeping
articles needed in connexion with these, &c.

That the sepulchral structure itself had at some later period been put to use as quarters or as
a storing-place appeared probable from a large layer of straw and brushwood that came to light
at the bottom of the western portion of the passage. We also found there a large but torn sheet
of paper with Chinese writing, apparently a commercial document; fragments of leaves with
Brahmi and Uigur writing ; and some small wooden slips, one bearing Uigur script. A leal
with some fragments in Uigur was also recovered on the floor of the eastern side of the passage,
besides textile remains, including the pieces of printed silk, Kao. 111. E. o1. a, b (Pl. LXXXVI) and
the fragments of silk tapestry, Kao. 1. E. 02. a. Other objects found here were the wooden
weighting board of a small banner, Kao. 111. 061, and the black-lacquered inkpot Kao. 111. E. 03
(Pl. LXXI).

Quite distinct from these remains is the large hoard of metal objects which was unearthed on
the north-eastern side of the passage, well above the floor. Before, however, turning to this cache,
brief reference may be made here to the remains of the original fresco decoration of the passagé
which are fully described in the List below but await illustration. The two largest pieces, Kao. 1l
019-20, each close on two feet in length and about one in height, show the figures of male donors
kneeling in front of altars or pedestals with sacred emblems (?) and accompanied by remains of
Uligur inscriptions. Some of the bearded heads preserved show interesting details of features and
head-dress which may help towards an approximate dating. Among the smaller fragments, Kao. 11t

8 CL. Grinwcdel, Idikulschari, p. 111, ® Scc Serindsa, i. p. 498.
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021-58, which belong to the composition that once stood above the' lower frieze representing dongrs,
it is possible to distinguish certain groups, such as demons attending to a caldron amongst floating
flames ; a spotted dragon ; floral scrollwork, &e. .

The large and very interesting hoard of metal objects already referred to was discovered on
the north-eastern side of the passage close to the outer wall and on a level nearly five feet above
the floor. This clearly proves that when it was deposited, the interior of the passage must have been
already filled to this height with debris from the vaulting and walls. The character of the objects
and in particular the heap of broken pieces of iron and bronze belonging to different vessels, imple-
ments, &c., that formed part of the cace, leave no doubt that the person who placed it in the ruined
structure hidden under debris was a metal-worker. As originally deposited, we found lying close
together in the cacke the four bronze caldrons, Kao. 111. 04-7 (Pl. LXX), placed nest-like one inside
another ; the bronze cooking-pot, og (Pl. LXX), filled with a mass of copper coins, small objects in
bronze, silver, &c., and covered over with the iron casque, o105 (Pl. LXX); two bronze mirrors,
bronze bowls and iron (?) saucers, a spear-head, knives, and a heap of small miscellaneous metal
objects and fragments, such as might have been hurriedly gathered up in a workshop to which
they had been brought for repair, sale, or simply as ‘old iron’. A little apart, but lying together
in the same layer, were found the pair of neatly decorated fabric slippers, o3 (Pl. LXXXVII]), and
another of goloshes, 063 (Pl. LXXXVIII), elaborately worked in different cloth materials.

What invests this deposit with special antiquarian value is the fact that it comprises many
objects of everyday use and that its date, owing to the large number of coins found with it, can be
determined with approximate certainty. With regard to the former point, it will suffice to observe
that finds of household implements and the like must needs be comparatively rare at ruins within
an area, like that of the Turfian oases, which has never ceased to be occupied, and particularly
among ruins of religious structures such as are most of the remains of Turfan sites. Such discoveries
as this are thercfore all the more welcome. For the same reason the clearness of the chronological
evidence supplied by the coins deserves to be specially appreciated. Out of a total of 61 Chinese
copper coins, many of them in very fair preservation, the list given in Appendix 7 shows that
39 belong to different T'ang issues, while the rest bear Nien-haos of the Sung period, ranging
from Skun-hua (a.Dp. 990~5) to Ch'ung-ning (a.D. 1102—7). As more than half of these Sung
coins have the latter Nien-hao but little worn, the numismatic evidence clearly points to this cacke
having been made about the first quarter of the twelfth century.

Since all the objects contained in the deposit are fully described in the List below, I need
only here bricfly call attention to the more interesting among them. The four bronze caldrons,
Kao. 111. 04-7 (Pl. LXX), ranging from about 8% to close on 13 inches in diameter, though in good
condition generally, have holes in them or lack handles, which suggests why they found their way
into the hands of the metal-worker—or dealer in old things. The same applies to the bronze bowls,
o104, o106 (Pl. LXX) ; the cooking-pots, 08—g (Pl. LXX); the cast bronze bell, 017, 082-6, found
'.Jroken into several pieces, and the numerous steel knife blades, 0169-74 (Pl. LXXI). Of more
Interest are the bronze mirrors, o1-2 (Pl. LXXI). The first, of which the ornamented reverse has
suffered much from wear, had, when found, its face protected by a circular brass cover; this however
look.s as if it had been in need of fitting. The other brass mirror has its reverse ornamented with
a raised design in Chinese style, which shows in spirited execution a minstrel playing before dancing
boys in a rural setting. The design on the obverse of the bronze disc ornamented in champlevé,
011 (P.l. LXXI), is likewise Chinese ; it displays a flaming-haired three-headed divinity faced by two
V:"Ol'Shlpp.lng demons. The saucers of thin metal, 099-103 (Pl. LXX), with sides stamped into scallops,
&ec., obviously were meant for table use. The two iron padlocks, 0167-8 (Pl. LXXI), are complete
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and work on a system of which Japan supplies examples in the Shaséin and which is still in use
there.

Among objects of military equipment represented, we have the iron casque, oros (PI. LXX),
which is provided with holes for the attachment of a chain-mail curtain such as appears on clay
figurines from Turfan graves, and has on its top a domical piece intended to hold a spike or crest;
the spear-head of steel or wrought iron, o10 (Pl. LXX), which retains its long socket; and the small
javelin-head, o180 (Pl. LXXI). Whether the small sheet of ‘wired’ bronze, o110, formed part of
armour, is doubtful. Iron loops such as 012, o179, and attachments like o194, 0200 (Pl. LXXI),
probably belonged to harness, and some similar purpose may be assumed for the numerous rings,
bosses, &c., in bronze and iron.

Small objects of personal use in silver had also found their way into the cacke. Thus we have
the silver amulet case, 0136 (P1. LXXI), decorated on both faces with a floral design in relievo, and
retaining a neatly worked chain partly in silver, partly in iron wire; and the small silver figurine
of a nude male, o137 (Pl. LXXI), also intended for suspension. Two brass seals, o176—7 (Pl, LXXI),
show Chinese lapidary characters. Finally, the two pairs of shoes found near the metal objects
deserve special notice. The embroidered lady’s shoes, 03 (Pl. LXXXVIII), are of truly exquisite
workmanship. They are made up of tapestry pieces remarkably strong in weave and still retaining
their brilliant colours, and show elaborately embroidered floral ornaments. The other pair of shoes,
063 (Pl. LXXXVIII), which, judging from their shape, appear to have served a purpose corresponding
to that of goloshes, are also elaborately worked with several superimposed layers of fabrics and
decorated with appliqué bands displaying patterns in silver thread and corded silk.

There remain to be briefly mentioned the miscellaneous objects which I was able to acquire,
during my successive stays at Kara-khdja, from local cultivators or from petty dealers who collected
antiques from the former. There can be little doubt that the great majority of these objects had been
found, as asserted by the sellers, by persons digging for earth—or treasure—among the ruins of
Idikut-shahri. The character of the objects, most of which may safely be ascribed to Uigur times,
supports this view. A few, however, may perhaps have been obtained from tombs recently rifled
in the extensive graveyards of Astina to be described below. The reason why the supply of
objects brought for sale was not more abundant may have been that the most active season of
digging for manure had only just started when we left Turfin; to some extent also I may have
been forestalled by agents collecting for purchasers in Europe.

The majority of the antiques acquired consisted of manuscript fragments on paper in Chinese,
Brahmi, and Uigur scripts. These together with some fragments in Sogdian and Runic Turkl,
presumably Manichaean, will be found inventoried elsewhere. Among the miscellaneous small
objects described in the List below, the following may be specially noted here. Pictorial remains of
distinct interest are the fragment of an illuminated Manichaean manuscript on parchment, Kao. ot11
(Pl. LXXVII), and the fine coloured block-print on paper, Kao. o5 (Pl. LXX1II). The former, unfor-
tunately torn and partly defaced, shows rows of worshippers, male and female, kneeling in two
registers and wearing brilliantly coloured dresses. The particular interest of the fragment lies In
its material, the use of leather being extremely rare for Manichaean texts and repugnant to the
Manichaean mind, as Prof. von Lecoq kindly informs me. He believes that the fragment is likf:l)’
to have belonged to a MS. brought from the West, where paper was not available. This opinion
is borne out by the fact that the text, according to the reading and translation obligingly furnished
by Dr. W, Lentz (App. &), is in the south-western variety of Sogdian.

The block-print, coloured by hand, represents two Chinese jugglers in elaborate costumes
performing on a bench. It is purely Chinese in style and a composition of considerable artisti¢
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merit, remarkable for the lifelike ease with which the animated poses are rende.red, and for the
freedom of the drawing in all details. There is nothing to afford a _deﬁnite indication of date ; but
judging from external conditions the print was probably found in a tomb. From tornbs may
possibly also have come the two bronze mirrors, or and 034 (Pl L)‘(XI), the.former showing on its
back a Chinese landscape in very low relief and the latter four Chinese lapidary characters. The
small stucco head of a woman, 024 (Pl. LXIX), is probably from a similar source. Among small
stone carvings the jade ‘ Netsuki’, o2 (Pl. LXX1), representing a reclining dog, and the jade fish,
o13 (Pl. LXXI), are manifestly of Chinese workmanship. The steatite mould of a heart-shaped
leaf, 016 (Pl. LXXI), probably served for producing metal ornaments. Bronze objects of interest
are the mace-head, 028 (Pl. LXXI), resembling one found at Y&tkan, and the prism-shaped orna-
mented weight, 031 (Pl. LXXI). The fragments, or1 (PL. LXXXVII), of a fine bamboo matting, inter-
woven with a figured silk, closely resembles the manuscript-roll covers of similar make from the
‘ Thousand Buddhas’ and may have served the same purpose.

During my first stay at Kara-khgja I took occasion to test a persistent rumour that ancient
ruins never yet explored were to be found in the rugged outer range overlooking the oasis from
the north-west. I had already heard of them in 1907, when they were said to be hidden in the
barren hills to the south-west of Murtuk. Again, on my passage through Pa-no-p‘a, Ahmad, the
ill-fated rebel, stated that he had seen them once, while hunting in the hills about the gorge known
as Kuruk-aghiz. He had offered to guide me to them—once he had made his peace with the Chinese
local authorities. Several men of Kara-khdja, no doubt eager for a new ground to search for
treasure or antiques, offered themselves as guides to Kuruk-aghiz. So I let Afraz-gul proceed
to that valley, provided with a sufficient supply of water to permit of a prolonged search in that
barren wilderness of eroded hills. The valley was found to debouch to the north of Sai-langar,
a resting-place on the road from Turfin town to Sengim-aghiz (Map No. 28. c. 3), and to be formed
higher up by a maze of deep-cut and extremely narrow gullies!® But two days’ thorough search
of them, carried right up to the watershed above Murtuk, failed to reveal any trace of former
occupation.

In the light of subsequently gathered information it became clear, in fact, that the alleged ruins
were but the local pendant of those legendary ‘ old towns ’ in the desert that haunt the imagination
of people in certain of the smaller oases along the northern edge of the Taklamakan. Those * old
towns ’ once sighted by adventurous hunters, &c., can never be found again; for the magic of evil
spirits is supposed to hide them, when searched for. Just as in the case of the X'dtek-shakri, in
search of which Miisd Haji of Korla had led me in January, 1908, into the desert north of the
Inchike-daryd,* the motive prompting our Kara-khdja informants had obviously been the hope

that my own European magic would prove superior to the wiles of the local demons and reveal to
them a new and rich site to exploit.

10 Afen . L
Alraz-gul’s camp cexx. a. marks the highest pnint in or donkeys.

W Cl. Serfndin, iii. pp. 1232 sqq.
the valley up to which it was possible to take laden ponies

Search for
alleged ruins
in Kuruk-
aghis.
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[Chap. XVII]

Section I1.—LIST OF ANTIQUES EXCAVATED, OR ACQUIRED,
AT KARA-KHOJA

MISCELLANEOUS OBJECTS PURCHASED AT KARA-KHOJA

Kao. o1. Circular bronze mirror, with scalloped edge,
and handle at one side; cast. Obw. blank. Rev. Edge with
flat border, raised. Centre, design of duck on water (?)
with bank and flowers, all in very low relief. Junction
of handle with plaque, a lotus half open, the tang forming
stem. Well preserved. Diam. 23”. Thickness 3". Tang
17 long. Pl LXXI.

Kao. o2. Jade ‘Netsuki’; light buff,in form of reclining
dog, with rather pug face, bulging eyes, large ears and bushy
tail. Forelegs and shoulders broken away. Tairly well
carved and polished. 1§"xr13". Pl LXXIL

Kao. 03. Bronze pendant, cast, with loop for hanging.
Pcar-shaped with volute in relief R. and L., and calyx
spreading below, from which issues a bud. Bold relicf.
Back hollow. 2" x1§". Pl LXXI.

Kao. 04. Bronze ornament, T-shaped with raised boss at
crossing. Details smothered in corrosion. Back hollow.
1" %17 x§".

Kao. 0o5. Fr. of block-print on paper. Subject: two
Chinese male dancers or jugglers, 3 to L., perform, pre-
sumably to spectators, on narrow trestle bench drawn in
perspective receding at about 30° from R. to L. Each end
of bench is supported on two thin legs diverging downward
and joined by two rails.

(a) Figure at near end of bench is in dancing pose of
great though tense animation. L. foot is planted on bench,
R. leg drawn up sharply with knee directed outwards to
R. and foot towards inner side of L. thigh. Head held
down and forward between hunched shoulders. L. arm
drawn up tightly, elbow projecting outward to L. and hand
behind back. R.arm thrust vigorously straight down and
slightly across body ; fist clenched and turned inwards to
girdle. Above R. shoulder projects hilt and part of blade
of Chinese sword, touched with blue, which is perhaps held
by lower end of blade in L. hand behind back.

Head carries claborate ornament composed of close-
fitting narrow metal (?) coronet with eight-petalled rosette
in front, partly surrounded by hall-hoop of detached
beads. From top of rosette springs a real (?) pink chrysan-
themum. Rising from, and attached to, coronet, are
spreading flat quadrangular panels of which two are visible,
joined at their edges, forming a high polygonal. Crown
(cf. Vaiéravana’s headdress, Ser., iv. Pl, LXXII) worn
rakishly. Each panel contains a vague device and is
black-bordered ; studded with beads ; other beads stand
out from corners and side edges. At R. of face is large
bunch of pink flowers (peony ?).

Coat is loose fitting with full skirts to just above knees,
and is fastened across body kimono fashion. From L.
armpit to R. side of waist is a band of fret ornament with
thin blue line at upper edge ; below, at about distance of

width of fret band and parallel to it, another partly visible,
Above, crossing breast, is broad band of four widely spaced
seven-petalled rosettes with pink centres surrounded by
blue line. A fifth similar rosette appears above, at front
of R. breast, being probably part of another band; it
is divided from first flower band by two parallel lines.
Over each shoulder a band of {ret.

Sleeves, rather short, are full at upper part, narrowing
to close-fitting white (?) cuffs, rolled back. Enclosed
palmettes with blue field form gauntlet shape decoration.
Thin girdle encircles waist and below ; round hips is broad
blue and white banded sash, an end of which hangs swaying
in front of L. leg nearly to ankle. This free end is decorated
at its upper part with cloud scroll or dragon and below with
transverse lozenge border [rom which hangs long [ringe with
three rows of knots at its upper end.

Short thin scarf is wound loosely round neck, grey ends
hanging at cither side of breast. Loose pink pyjamas have
their ends tucked into tops of soft Chinese boots. Boots
have band of fret ornament bordercd by blue lines round
tops, below which is plain band. Uppers decorated with
sketchy palmettes on blue ground. Goloshes panelled blue
with white borders.

Face is youthful, of Chinese type with full cheeks,
narrow forehead and cyebrows placed high and sloping
well up at outer ends. L. ear large and prominent. Face
painted with pink body-colour shaded with pink.

(b) Second figure, at farther end of bench, is standing
on his doubled fists placed close together, his back towards
spectators and head turned outward in same direction.
Legs close together, curving over to maintain balance. It
is the ordinary tumbler’s pose when standing on the hands,
with the difference of the fists being doubled, throwing
weight on knuckles.

Costume is adapted to the role. It consists of short
grey tunic shaded blue at edges, confined by girdle at
waist ; short sleeves with rolled back cufis, the outer
side of sleeve laced and ornamented with row of tags or
buttons as on a toreador’s jacket. Loose-fitting pyjamas
patterned with five-pointed palm or bamboo leaves,
semé, and tucked into boots similar to those of first figure,
but differently ornamented. Point of sword projects from
waist, upwards to R. On head is bound a grey cloth of
cap, which falls backward like long ¢ smuggler’s cap .

Ears covered by long crect artificial pink ears or brush-
like tufts of hair, such as are sometimes worn by Fl'e.“Ch
clowns. Face is more rugged than that of his companion ;
eyes Iess oblique, nose broader, mouth and chin larger;
painted pale pink body-colour, shaded with pink.

An outline block only scems to have been used, printed
in black with the finc freedom in the quality of line usual
in Chinese prints. Body-colour of faces has been laid over
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printed black lines, turning them grey ; the eyes afterwards
reinforced with black, and eyebrows with grey, brush
work. This is also used freely to soften contour lines and
give additional folds to drapery.

Paper is double, of wove texture, discoloured to dark
buff and much fly-marked. All edges torn or rotten ;
R. heel of second figure and farther trestle of bench
missing ; two large holes eaten through near figures.
A sharp knife-cut has divided the picture (now joined)
between fgures. R. edge, best preserved, has strip of
paper pasted over it, either marking the connexion with
a continuation, or denoting the limit of picture in that
direction or both. Very fine design. H. 13", width 73",
Pl. LXXIII,

Kao. 06-9. Three frs. of painted paper. Three (rs.
and one of cursive Uigur (?) script. Painted picces backed
with crimson silk.

Largest piece, composed of two of the [rs. Two donors (?),
male and female, kneel § to R. p., the man with close-cropped
black hair, hands together, and dressed in robe of Buddhist
monk. Woman, to his L. p., in red dress and probably
long hair. They turn towards a red throne (corner only
present) above which portion of red-robed figure (?) on
green lotus. Above, a robed figure, nimbate, in attitude
of adoration. On smaller fr. two heads and part of third,
nimbate, of adoring figures. Traces of other figures on
all three [rs. Very ragged and defaced. Drawing delicate
and good. o6+ 07, 2 pieces together 43" x 53°. 08, 1 picce
1}"x3". og, script 33" x 2",

Kao. o11. Frs. of fine bamboo matting. Made of split
strips of bamboo with alternate strands of silk laid side by
side as a warp and bound togethcr by closely woven weft
of silk yarn, as in Ser. iv. P1. CVI, MS. roll-cover Ch. xx. 006,
and ii. p. 1014, Ch. iii. co12. a-b. Weaving here covered
whole of mat. Ground yellow, with symmetrical cloud
scroll and floral pattern, in bluc green and plum colour,
arranged in bands, now hardly distinguishable. Brittle,
All frs. ¢. 44" wide, gr. length 2", Pl LXXXVII,

Kao. o12. Stucco and wood, colossal R. hand, gilded ;
fingers extended, index finger advanced slightly in front
of others. Fingers with long nails all made of wood, each
a separate picce ; their thick rough roots inserted into
a hollow * ibrous * stucco palm, and strengthened by extra
bandages of canvas round junctions and palm.

This hollow palm, a mere shell, scems to have been
made on a mould, and is coated with ¢. §” white plaster,
perlectly smooth and gilded. The mould would seem to
have been of the nature of a movable core, and the c¢xternal
p_laster to have heen applicd after the fingers were in posi-
ton. Fingers coated very thinly as they are fully modelled
in the wood. The whole represents a completely worked
out technique. 124" x”. Pl VIII,

Kao, 013-. Jade fish; carp (?). Short thick body, with
broad slightly upcurved tail ; fins, eyes, &c., indicated hy

incisions.  Pale green mottled with black Length 317,
H.r§". PlLLxXI.
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Kao. or5. Bronze ornament ; oblong plaque or thin foil,
with winged beetle or butterfly in high repoussé in centre.
1% x1f5". PL LXXI,

Kao. 016. Steatite mould of heart-shaped leaf, dull
greenish-grey, with incised midrib and veins, and raised
cdge. Hole sunk at base of midrib, but not pierced
through. Prob. used for moulding in thin metal foil.
Length 3, gr. width §°, thickness just over }°. Pl. LXXI.

Kao. 017. Fr. of jade ornament. Portion remaining
suggests pair of pomegranates (rather unequal in size)
parting from top of common stem. On under surface of
each are small incised leaves, with veins and midrib ; and
on tip of one, small projecting growth. Traces of stem
broken off below. Rough irregular work. H. ", width tip
to tip 1§”. Pl.LXXI.

Kao. 018-19. Twofrs. of glass; inferior, greenish, semi-
translucent.  Gr. M. {37, thickness ”. .

Kao. o20. Elliptical bronze strap-loop (?); with
hollowed back from which project three short pins.
Corroded. $3" x 13"

Kao. 023. Wooden seal; oblong block with shank at
back pierced for string. Fret design in relievo on face.
17%" x 3" x}" to 4", PL LXVIL,

Kao. 024. Stucco woman's head, in round. Very fine
fibrous stucco, with wooden core which projects through
fracture at top. Hair black with traces of gilding, drawn
up at back and done in plain topknot. Ears not shown.

Face delicately modelled, with full cheeks and small
mouth ; narrow slanting eyes shown by painting in black
and only slight modelling. Nose rubbed off. Flesh painted
white with red on mouth, pink on cheeks, and yellow and
red flower (?) on forehead. Surface worn. H. 23§". PL
LXIX.

Kao. o25-7. Three frs. of wooden rellef carving
(subsequently broken into smaller pieces). Part of open-
work floral panel or frieze, showing curving leaves with
curling pointed, or rounded two-lobed, ends; not much
detail. Edges of leaves chamfered towards inside or out,
and gilded. Remains of white priming and bright or dark
red paint over surface. Insect-eaten. Gr. fr. (025) 10" x
42". Pl LXVIL

Kao. 028. Bronze mace-head, cast solid. Main part of
head forms in plan (outline) a quatrefuil imposed on a
square ; the quatrefoil being formed of four four-sided
pyramidal points, which project horizontally from the four
sides of central rectang. body. But these sides are them-
selves cut inwards to give more prominence to the leaves
of the quatrefoil, so that the eight (upper and lower)
corners of the rectangular body form in their turn eight
short threc-sided pyramidal points,

A simple ring moulding connects head—below, with short
round tang or shank ; above, with dome-shaped member
which expands again into small mushroom knob. Cf.
Ser. iv. Pl. VII, Yo. oo81. Good condition. H. =2}",
gr. diam. 1§". Pl LXXI.

4H
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Kao. 0ag. Wooden ladle, with round flat-bottomed bowl,
and straight flat handle projecting at right angles on side.
Cut in one piece. Handle widens slightly and is then cut
to point. In bottom of bowl, scrap of Uigur paper MS.
Hole broken through bottom. Length of ladle 7", diam.
of bowl 3§”. Pl LXVI,

Kao. ogo. Clay stucco human foot ; sole upwards in
position of kneeling or flying. Hard, and with remains
of pink paint. 2" x1}". Pl LXIX.

Kao. o31. Bronze weight, in form of octagonal prism ;
punch-marked on both octagonal faces with a broken
square of dots, within centre of which a quatrefoil and
another in each corner (five in all) indicating perhaps the
weight valuc. On edges, between bands of dots a chevron of
dots. Weight 3,146 grains troy. Diam. 13, height 33",
Pl LXXI.

Kao. 032, Bronze figure of Bodhisattva, in relief with
long tang at lower end, and short bent shank behind head.
Figure standing on lotus; drapery like long feathers ;
hair in curls hanging to shoulders ; pose of hands, teaching.
3" x1”. PL LXXIL

Kao. 034. Circular bronze mirror, with raised edge and
centre boss pierced for cord. Four Chin. lapidary characters
placed crosswise in sunk space between edge and boss.
Roughly cast. 23" x}". Pl LXXI,

Kao. 035. Fr. of stone duck-charm. Bird has head in
profile to R. and ruffled wings. Cut flat, with eye and
leathers indicated by rough incisions. Hole drilled by
(present) R. cdge, where fr. is broken off. H. 13", gr.
width 1". Pl LXXI.

Kao. 058. Fr. of card, with block impression of large head
in centre, with small round hat and lines radiating down-
wards to represent beard or body. Below a pavement (?)
represented by a series of black dots and in foreground
{ length figure in black robe. Heavy black border line
with thin inner line.

Upper part torn away. Back covered with hexagonal
diaper with six-petalled rosette in cach hexagon, printed
or painted in grey. Perhaps one of a set of playing cards.
21" 1} .

[Chap, Xvii

Kao. om. Fr. of illuminated Manichaean MS.: parch.
ment, torn at all edges; Sogdian. Obs. part of two
rectangular registers painted with devotional figures,
Lower register : row of female figures kneeling and facing }
to their R., each clasping in both hands, at breast level, an
object, probably an offering. Ground on which they kneel,
bright yellow, extending to R. slightly beyond limit of
background, which is blue.

First figure to R. is dressed in complete pink robe out-
lined red, light blue sleeves outlined dark blue, dull
buff girdle, black boots. Hair rippling across forchead
is long, wavy, black, falling on to or behind L. shoulder,
and is crowned with diadem adorned with pink lotuses (?)
in front. Offering, perhaps a large fruit. Second figure,
in green robe outlined black, red sleeves, buff girdle,
Offering, fruit in brown-buff bowl. Boots of this and
succeeding figures hidden by knees of figure to R. Third
fizure in dark red robe, light blue sleeves, buff girde.
Offering, a brown-buff object with crimson centre. Girdles
of the three figures are continuous, but this may be due
to the perishing of dividing contour lines. Fourth figure
in light green robe. Contours of flesh, red. Eyes, black.
L. edge of fr. extends obliquely, cutting ofl half of face
and nearly all of fourth figure, and knees of third.

Upper register : to R. lower part of two figures scated
cross-legged on yellow ground probably looking one quarter
to their R., and with hands held out either clasped in
adoration or holding offerings ; but this is not clear as
fr. is torn away above waists. First figure in rich green
robe ; red pyjamas, sleeves and girdle. One foot visible,
merely outlined red on yellow ground. Second figure
pale pink robe outlined red; light blue pyjamas and
sleeves (?) ; buff girdle.

Background dark blue, on which to R. proper of figures
two discs side by side, one orange yellow, the other dull
white. Slight traces of gold on diadem of second figure
of lower register, and on blue background of upper register.
To R. of painting an incomplete line of Sogdian writing.
Painting much delaced. Rev. ten incomplete lines of
Sogdian written in dense black ink, with vermilion punctua-
tion marks; sce Dr, Lentz’s App. R. Hard and rather
brittle. 37%" x113”. PL LXXVIL

OBJECTS EXCAVATED IN RUINED MONASTIC STRUCTURES KAO. 1.

Kao. 1. 02. Three frs, of silk, fine weave; terra-cotta
pink with traces of paint. Gr. fr. 2" < 1",

Kao. 1. 1. o1. Fr. of embroidery; floral design. Very
discoloured and ragged. Perhaps toe of shoe. 437 x2".

Kao. 1. ii. o1. Silk painting. Small fr. with red, blue,
and ycllow drapery outlined black. Also small piece of
plain crimson. 24" x14”.

Kao. 1.1i. 03, 038. Fresco frs., showing buff band between
black lines, with crimson ground on one side, green on
other ; ornamented with circles painted in red outlines.
Colours of this and all subsequent pieces dimmed by sand
incrustation. 0z, 31"~ 34" 038, 4" x4".

Kao. 1. ii. 03, 05, 042, 046, 059, 065-6. Fresco Irs.
showing floral decoration on red ground. Long greep
scrolling stems, outlined black on shadow side and yellow
on light side, throw off formal Aowers at intervals, and
carry open lotuses supporting decorative female (?) he'adS-

03, curve of stem, L. end petal of lotus, end of hair at
shoulder, white drapery at side of head and circular car
ornament. Facc entirely missing. To L. a shaded greed
border, outside which buff.

05, at upper half, scroll of stem, two L. petals of lotus,
hair, head drapery, barred with thin black lincs, part ol
cheek and ear disc, part of yellow halo. DBelow part of
blue rosette with buff centre. Petals outlined white shaded
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black. Centre outlined red. To L. three curved bands—
buff, green and buff, beyond which black.

042, to L. green stem. To R. side of face showing R. eye
rather oblique looking R., part of nose and mouth, falling
barred drapery, halo shaded grey.

046, curving stem, (yellowish) halo (?). and drapery @)
of head.

059, scrolled stem rising from lower edge where two
short stems R. and L. carry yellow rosettes. Volute of
centre stem carries dark yellow lotus. All above broken
away. Part of white (?) band to R.

065, upward scrolling stem branches R. and L. carrying
blue rosettes to L. and yellow (?) to R. Volute of main
scroll carries shaded pink lotus with black midribs from
which issues head ¢. half life-size ; R. p. side of neck and
cheek, ear ; long tress of hair in front of ear; long hair
at back to shoulder ; yellow disc ornament in ear, barred
drapery falling stifly behind hair; shaded yellow (?)
nimbus. To L. long curved bands of buff and green,
outlined white on R. side and black on L. Outside these
pinkish-buff.

All frs. rather dull and faded, and very broken. o3,
4" x4". 05, 6}"xs5}". o4z, 23"x2". 046, 4" x3}".
059, 6" x 53", 065, 9" x73". 066, 5 x 3}".

Kao. 1. ii. 04, 013-15, 028, 033-4, 048, 063. Fresco
frs., of elaborate border decoration consisting of a red
band bordered with pearls, and ornamented with rosette
and leaves. Outside red band on both sides a grey-blue
band 7" wide, one broken away, the other with double
outline of white and black on onc edge and the pearls of
red band on other. Adjoining grey, a broad festoon-like
mass of large overlapping peony-like flowers drawn in
thick red lines on a buff ground.

Bold black lines suggestive of drapery folds are painted
over the peony mass, extending from end to end. Outside,
a black ground.

Peony orn. on o4, 013, which also has part of grey band
and pearls ; o14, or5, 028, 048, 063 (faded). o033 shows
red band with buff edge of rosctte, with palmette arrange-
ment of thin green leaves springing from behind. o34 is
continuation of same, with buff rosette having purple
inner row of petals strengthened with black, a bunch of
!our green leaves as in 033. Part of a second rosette or
Jewel adjoins, elliptical with yellow edges scalloped with
black lines, and an emerald 